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TO THE 


Chriſtian Reader. 


ü Cunlsrrax READER, | | 
MM I ARRIAGE bath ſcarce more that 
=_ wſe it, than that accuſe it. Mo ** i 


being entered, complain thereof. They 


rant Pride, to caſt the Blame of our Grie- 
Dances upon God's Ordinances, I had 


been happy, ſaith one, had J not been mar- 
ried. Then waſt thou fooliſh both before 


Men enter into this Fate, and oY 1] 


— Should rather complain of themſelves. Tt 
is an unjuſt Thing, and a Fruit of igno- _ 


3 


1 the CHRISTIAN Reaper. 


and ſince thy Marriage. Uk it aell, it 
ſhall add to- thine Happineſs. We make 


— batter Sauce, and cry out that the Meat 3 


bitter. Thou liveſt in Matrimony not af 
ter Gop's Direction, but the Rules (crook- 


ed Rules they be) of thine own Liſts, and 
then ſayeſt, Ob-that I bad never married! 


Oh that I were unmarried! For Shame 


keeh Silence] thy Crying ſhews thy Dif- 
eaſe, Theu art indred married to an ill 
Companion, (thy wicked Fleſh, that od 


Huſband) and art peſtered with its Brood, 1 
and neither ſeekeſt a Divorce from this „ 
Tyrant, nor endead oureſt to crucify the | 


wicked OH ſpring thereof. Hence are thy 
Moes; not thy Huſband, not thy Wife, but 


thy Pride, thy Paſſion, cauſe all this An- 


720 8 all this Diſcontentment. 


I labour, inthis Feels Treatiſe, to plead | 
the Cauſe of Marriage; not fo much in 
' . Speech, as in Deed, by directing the Mar- 


ried to the Knnoledge and Pradlice 97.7 


heir | 


complain ſtill. I mean them not to the 


To the CuRISTIAN RAR. v 
they Duties, which 1 mend all. Theſe 


whatſocver Man or Moman endeavour to 
follow, if they prove not Marriage a So- 
lace to their Souls, and a Refreſhing to 
their other Griefs, let me never but. 
e 


Theſe Things J commend to thine U 
derſtanding, to thy Life. Uſe them, and 
then ſay how thou ſpeedeſt. I intended 
them at firſt for a few, and now com- 
municate them to many. It is no uncha- 
ritable (T am ſure) ] hope, no unprofit- 
able Deed. I deſire that thou ſhouldeſt 
make ſome Uſe of them, therefore I make 
them publick: If not, be ignorant, and 


Learned, that can find out better Direc- 
tions for themſelves; but to thoſe whoſe 
Place is not loo good to learn of the mean- 
% Teacher, even unto Men of the Jame ; 
Rank, as they for the moſt Part were, to. 
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To the CurisTIAN READER. 


whom I ſpake them. If this Work pro- 

f, Tam glad, then T know it ſhall pleaſe. = 

However, thou haſt it, Reader, and bet- 
ter ſhould have had, if my Store offerd- 


ed any better, So I commend thee to the 


* vw 


Thine in the Lozp, 
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| Show; ng the firſt Pri ici 'pal Duty of the 
[4 Married, vis, CHASTITY, 


- 
42 * 
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LF; N MUST rank theſe Duties under their 
17 ſeveral Heads, for the better Hel 
of 2 I mine own and your Memories. Tho 
are. all of two Sorts; ſome principal, 
a and ſome leſs principal. The principal 
| | term thoſe which are of the very Eſſence of Ma- 
| i imony ; the leſs principal, thoſe which are neceſ- 
ary to its Well-being. The Breach of the former 
7 | Wiſlolveth the Bond, the Breach of the latter only 
8 ſturbs the Society 3 ; if thoſe be violated, the Ob- 
D_ v ration is void; if thoſe be obſerved notwithſiand: 
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8 DIRTCTIONS for 


neſs. Theſe main Duties are only two; Cha/tity 


ſrom all other Perſons, and the communicating of 


upon any Occaſion, at any Time, (Whilſt the 


annihilate the Covenant firſt made; ſo that the 


fidious Yoke-fellow: For our Saviour Himſelf, 


or perhaps having preſumptuouſly offended) ſhall, 


then it is very convenient, that this Offence alſo 
Love, ſhould bury the greateſt Wrongs, ſo far as 


not of any Commandment, enjoining the wronged 


ing other Imperfections) the Bond remaineth en- 
tire, though not without a World of Unhappi- 


and due Benevolence. The Reſtraining of themſelves 


themſelves each to other. For the firſt of theſe 
two: The Covenant that paſſeth betweeen Y oke- 
fellows, doth make it utterly unlawful for them 


Covenant remaineth in Force) to give their Bodies 
to any other, This Duty is ſo manifeſt, that no | 
Man can pretend Ignorance of it. The Law of 
Gop, the Law of Nature, the Laws of all well- 
ordered Societies, do enjoin it. It is written in 
every Man's Breaſt, and none can chuſe, but read 
it in his own Conſcience, if long Continuance in 
wilful Sinning, have.mot put his Eyes quite out. 
'This Sin doth untie the Knot of Marriage, and 


Party wronged, is free from the Law of his Huſ- 
band or Wife, and at his or her own Choice, 
whether he or ſhe will accept again of ſuch a per- 


that utterly diſalloweth other Divorces, doth yet 
allow Divorce, in Caſe of Adultery. But if it be 
demanded, whether the Party wronged, may law- 
fully admit the wrong-doer again, after the Of- 
fence known ? I anſwer, that in Caſe the Offend- 
ers (having been overtaken through Temptation, 


by apparent Signs, make known their true Deſign 
of Amendment, and Purpoſe of Reformation, 


be pardoned by the Yoke-fellow. For the greateſt 
God forbiddeth not to bury them: And we read 


Perſon to make a final Separation. But if the De- 
8 linquent 


* 
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Married Pei ſos. 9 


en- | 
pl- WW linquent perſiſt in his Tranſgreſſion, and declare 
ity WW himſelf to be a Perſon irreformable, then the 
ves Party wronged, is bound in Conſcience, if he can 
of convict it, as to complain of the Sin, fo to with- 
eſe draw himſelf from the Sinner. That married Per- 
ke- |: ſons ought to live chaſtly in Marriage, all will 
em yield; only ſome may perhaps plead Weakneſs, 
the and ſay, that they would, but are not able. To 
dies BY whom I ſay, if indeed they be willing, it ſhall not 


t _ be hard to get Power. No Directions can reform 
* of 


rell- fin, a Way may be ſhewed of attaining his De- 
n In fire; and Chaſtity may be gotten, if Men will 
read carefully labour for it. And for an IntroduCtion 
de in unto thoſe Directions, which we have to give in 
out. this Point, let this one Thing be obſerved: that 
and there are ſome Men and Women that bring their 
t the Bodies undefiled unto Marriage. To theſe it will 
Huſ- ® prove more eaſy to remain pure in it. Others have 
dice, polluted themſelves before their Entrance into this 
per- Eſtate; and theſe ſhall find, that Marriage will 
nſelf, more hardly make them honeſt : For Marriage is 
1 yet like Salt, that will preſerve ſweet Meat from 
it be tainting, but cannot reſtore tainted Meat to its 
law- former Sweetneſs. Wherefore thoſe that have been 
2 Of- ſtained with Uncleanneſs before, muſt heartil 
fend- bewail before Gop, their former lewd Behavi- 


ation, . our, elſe Marriage will never prevail to con- 


ſhall, W tain their Defires within Compaſs. But now to the 
Deſign MW Matter we were about to ſpeak of: A Man that 
ation, .hath either come clean unto Marriage, or elſe un- 
e alſo feignedly repented of his former Uncleanneſs, ſhall _ 


eateſt be ſtrengthened againſt Adultery, by the Practice 
far as of theſe Things following: Firſt, a conſtant and 
e read conſcientious Care of performing private religious 
onged MM Exerciſes (viz. reading, praying, meditating, and 


ie De- the like) will ſo purify the Heart, that by Means 


quent of them, a Chriſtian Man ſhall become Conqueror | | 
| N g 75 Over \ —_ 
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the wilful Sinner; but to him that deſireth not to 
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8 Dinrerioxs for 


ing other Imperfections) the Bond remaineth en- 
tire, though not without a World of Unhappi- 
neſs. Theſe main Duties are only two; Cha/tity 
and due Benevolence. The Reſtraining of themſelves 
ſrom all other Perſons, and the communicatin of 
themſelves each to other. For the firſt of theſe 


two: The Covenant that paſſeth betweeen Yoke- 


tellows, doth make it utterly unlawful for them 
upon any Occaſion, at any Time, (whilit the 
Covenant remaineth in Force) to give their Bodies 


to any other. This Duty is ſo manifeſt, that no 8 


Man can pretend Ignorance of it. The Law of 
Gon, the Law of Nature, the Laws of all well- 
ordered Societies, do enjoin it, It is written in 
every Man's Breaſt, and none can chuſe, but read 
it in his own Conſcience; if long Continuance in 
wilful Sinning, have not put his Eyes quite out. 


This Sin doth untie the Knot of Marriage, and 
annihilate the Covenant firſt made; ſo that the 
Party wronged, is free from wo rag of his Huſ- 
band or Wife, and at his or he 3 
whether he or ſhe will accept again of ſuch a per- 


fidious Voke- fellow: For our e Himſelf, 


that utterly diſalloweth other Divorces, doth yet 3 
allow Divorce, in Caſe of Adultery. But if it be 


demanded, whether the Party wronged, may law- 
fully adinit the wrong-doer again, after the Of- 
ſence known ? I anſwer, that in Caſe the Offend- 


ers (having been overtaken through Temptation, 


or perhaps having preſumptuouſly offended) ſhall, 


by apparent Signs, make known their true Deſign 


of Amendment, and Purpoſe of Reformation, 
then it is very convenient, that this Offence alſo 


be pardoned by the Yoke- fellow. For the greateſt 


Love, ſhould bury the greateſt Wrongs, ſo far as 


Boy forbiddeth not to bury them: And we read 
not of any Commandment, enjoining the wronged 
Perſon to make a final Separation. But if the De- 

linquent 
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ſire; and Chaſtity may be gotten, if 


Married Perſons. 70 


pl- © linquent perſiſt in his Tranſgreſſion, and declare 


himſelf to be a Perſon irreformable, then the 


'Party wronged, is bound in Conſcience, if he can 


convict it, as to complain of the Sin, ſo to with- 
draw himſelf from the Sinner. That married Per- 
ſons ought to live chaſtiy in Marriage, all will 
yield; only ſome may perhaps plead Weakneſs, 


and ſay, that they would, but are not able. To 


whom ] ſay, if indeed they be willing, it ſhall not 


be hard to get Power. No Directions can reform 
the wilful Sinner; but to him that deſireth not to 


ſin, a Way may be ſhewed of attaining his De- 
Men will 
carefully labour for it. And for an Introduction 


unto thoſe Directions, which we have to give in 
this Point, let this one Thing be obſerved: that 
there are ſome Men and Women that bring their 
Bodies undefiled unto Marriage. To theſe it will 
prove more eaſy to remain pure in it. Others have 
polluted themſelves before their Entrance into this 
_ Eſtate; and theſe ſhall find, that Marriage will 
more hardly make them honeſt : For Marriage is 
like Salt, that will preſerve ſweet Meat from 


tainting, but cannot reſtore tainted Meat to its 


former Sweetneſs. Wherefore thoſe that have been 
ſtained with Uncleanneſs before, muſt heartil 
bewail before Gop, their former lewd Behavi- 


our, elſe Marriage will never prevail to con- 


tain their Deſires within Compaſs. But now to the 


Matter we were about to ſpeak of: A Man that 


.hath either come clean unto Marriage, or elſe un- 
feignedly repented of his former Uncleanneſs, ſhall 
be ſtrengthened againſt Adultery, by the Practice 

of theſe Things following: Firſt, a conſtant and 
conſcientious Care of performing private religious 
Exerciſes (viz. reading, praying, meditating, and 
the like) will ſo purify the Heart, that by Means 
of them, a Chriſtian Man -_-_ become Conqueror 
8 3 OVCT 
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1 DIRECTIONS for 


over thoſe Sins which ſeem moſt unconquerable, 
whilit a Man is negligent in them, if he does not 
omit them altogether. Prayer and Meditation will 
breed Wifdom; and Wiſdom entring into the 
Soul, will preſerve a Man from the Stranger that 


Hatters with her Lips. The Word of Gop, di- 


geſted by Prayer and Meditation, will be as a 


Sword in the Hand of a valiant Man, to cut off! 


the Neck of theſe Luſts, as faſt as they make Head 
againſt the Soul. Eſpecially, a Man given to this 
Sin, muſt often read and think, of thoſe Portions 
of Scripture, that condemn, diſgrace, threaten 
this Sin, and muſt often and ſeriouſly muſe of the 


Dangerouſneſs of it, and make his peculiar Peti- 


tions to Gop, for Power againſt it; and thus arm- 
ing himſelf moſt ſtrongly, where he finds himſelf 


ſooneſt wounded, he ſhall be ſure to eſcape theſe 
Wounds. | 


Secondly, p AINFULNESS in one's Calling, muſt 
divert the Mind from all inflaming Fancies, and 


find the Soul and Body both ſo much Employment, | 


in Things of a lawful and uſeful Nature, that 
there may be no Leifure. fer ſuch unlawful Con- 
ceits. It is certain, an idle Perſon, if Occaſion, 
and his bodily Conſtitution ſerve, will at laſt 
prove adulterous ; but the diligent Hand, joined 


with hearty Prayer to Gop, will preſerve a Man 


(at leaſt a married Man) pure and undehled. 
Wherefore let every Man, that longeth to be free 


from this Offence, ſhun Idleneſs, and embrace 


| Buſineſs : Let him chuſe a Calling wherein to 
walk, and give diligent Attendance upon his Call- 
ing; Het his Hand or Head, or both, be {till ſet 
at Work in ſomething that belongs to his Voca- 
tion; and when his Calling (I mean his particula 

Calling) ceaſeth to require, or need his Preſence, 
Jet the Works of his general SANS pee 


thoſe 
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Married Perſons. : II 


thoſe Acts of Religion formerly mentioned) take up 


his Mind and Thoughts, fo ſhall he be ſure to 


ſave himſelf from the Danger of this Wickedneſs. 


Thirdly, TEMPERANCE in Diet mult be called 
in to the Aid of Chaſtity. It is eaſy to put out the 
Fire by withdrawing Fuel, at leaſt to keep the 
Flame within the Chimney. When the Blood and 


Spirits are inflamed with Meat and Drink, not 


only the Body is apter to entertain the Impreſſions 
of Luſt, but the Soul alſo is unable to conſider 
any good Thing that ſhou'd repel ſuch Motions : 
But a Body kept from Fulneſs, yields itſelf to the 


Soul with more Eaſe. Let him, therefore, be duly 
ſparing in his Food, that deſireth to be chaſte in 


his Marriage. 8 


and not come near the Place (if he can chuſe) 
where ſuch an one dwelleth, as might cauſe him 


to offend: He muſt reſolutely debar himſelf the 


Lad he muſt reſiſt by Prayer, the firſt Motions of 


this Wickedneſs. When Solomon had ſaid, that 


He was void of Underſtanding that did commit 


cent that toucheth her. Dalliance will breed 
Whoredom unavoidably; and unſeaſonable Com- 
pany and Place, will almoſt enforce to Dalliance. 
Wherefore a Man muſt preſerve his Innocency 


4 from the groſs Act of Evil, by ſhunning all Man- 
ner of Dallying; and that he may keep himſelf 


from touching her, he muſt flee from her, and be 


him. Shun, therefore, with all Diligence, all Op- 


& Portunities of this Wickedneſs; eſpecially ſhun * 
$ 33 6 


95 Fourthly, HE that would be free from Adul- 
W #ery, muſt ſhun the Corner of the Hartot's Houſe, 


Society of ſuch, and keep himſelf from Places, 
Times, Companies that may ſolicit; and to that 


Adultery; he adds further, he ſhall not be inno- 


far away from the Pit Side, that might devour _ 


Jawful Fruition of 


12 Dix EC TToNS for 
(as a Rock) the Company of a Perſon apt to tempt, 


er be tempted; and conſider, that even cold Wa- 
ter will become hot, if it be ſet too near the Fire; 


And theſe Directions are ſuch, as agree to all 
ecually, married and 1 unn narricd. 


Tub remaineth cher Help, peculiar to 
the married Perſons; and that is, the due and 
iawſul Enjoyment of Marriage. The Ordinances 
0 


te appointed them, if our Abuſe of them do not 
hinder their Efficacy. Now Gow hath ordained 


Matrimony to prevent Whoredom. Wherefore 


let Marriage be uſed as it ought, and the Married 
ſhall not miſs of this Effect thereof. And of Chaſ- 
tity, one chief Duty of the Married, ſo much. 


Let us go forward to the Second, which is due 
Bunevolence ; intrexting you to take Notice, that 
what ſhall be there ſpoken, will be exceeding help- 


ful to this firſt 2 alſo. We muſt teach you the 
arriage, that you may attain 
to Purity, one ſpecial End of Marriage. 


Z ee x. x. net xi. *. 


CHAP, 


Treating of the ſecond _ Duty 


of the Married, Due Benevolence. 


: HE Marricd are hdd in Conſcience to afford 


to each other a mutual Enjoyment of each o- 


ther, according as either of their Needs ſhall require. 
The Scripture i is as plain this Way as may be. Let 
be Man . unto the IWife duc Benevolence, and 


af 


ob fail not to effect the Things for whick 
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Married Puh, 13 
alſo the Mie unto the Pb fband. The Word ſigni- 
fieth indebted Benevolence: It is a Debt, you hear, 

> and all Debts mult be paid when they be required. 
 YThei{e whim GoD hath joined (faith our Saviour) let 
© I nd Nun put aſundur. And again, Man ſhall cleave 
10 His Wife, and they twain ſhall be one Fleſh. And 
again the Apoſtle, Let them not defraud each other. 
And yet again, The Wife hath not Power over her 
cron Body, but the Huſband; neither hath the Huſ- 
band Power over his own Body, but the Mie. It is 
not in the Power of either of them, whether or no 
they will live each with other: But they are bound 
in Conſcience to do it, and cannot without prie- 
vous Sin deny it. Marriage is fruſtrate, if this 
Duty be not performed, and the Ordinance of Gop 
made void, unleſs thoſe that live in it carry them- 
| ſelves according to his Appointment this Way, I 
deny not but that there may be a Time of Separa- 
tion for ſome good Space together, either for the 
publick Service of the Country, or for needful pri- 
vate Affairs, ſo that it be with Conſent and upon 
good Grounds : But it is not lawful for a Man or 
a Woman to leave each other, totally or finally, 
with a Mind of not returning again to the former 
Society,. „ 


Bor let us conſider a little, what Rules they 
muſt follow in this their Society. Four Things 
muſt be regarded about it, viz. that it be ſanctified, 
ſeaſonable, temperate and willing 


FIRST and chiefly the Society of the Married 
muſt be ſanctified, that is, made holy and lawful 
unto them by the Word of Gop and Prayer, They 
muſt be both informed by the Scriptures of tha 
Lawfulneſs of that their Conjunction. For G 0D. 
hath ſaid, Let every Man have his own IWife, and 
let every Wiman have her own Huſband, And again, 

— 3 Marriage 


14 DIRECTIONS for 


Marriage is honourable among ft all Men, and the 
Bed undefled. So that there wanteth not ſufficient 
Warrant, in moſt expreſs Words, to authorize the 
Conſcience of any Man, to-take to himſelf the Be- 


nefit of this Ordinance. And beſides this due In- 


formation of the Lawfulneſs of Marriage, it is re- 
quiſite that they ſolemnly crave the good Leave of 
Gop, for the Enjoyment of this his Ordinance, 
and alſo his ſpecial Bleſſing upon it, not forgetting 
to return Him particular Thanks for his infinite 
Goodneſs, in providing this neceſſary Means of 


Man's Increaſe and Comfort. This Point is not 


to be denicd of any, that will not wy . the Autho- 


rity of St. Paul; for he doth exprefly affirm, that 
Marriage as well as Meat and Drink, is ſanctified 


by Prayer and Thankſgiving. As therefore it were 
a brutiſh Profaneneſs for any Man, to fit down to 


his Table, as an Horſe to the Manger, and cram 


himſelf with Viands, without craving the Blefling 
of Gop firſt, and to return again thence, as a Fox 
from his Prey, without returning any Praiſe to the 
Hand that gave him Food and Appetite : So it is 
likewiſe a great Licentiouſneſs for married People, 
as it were brute Beaſts, carried forward with the 


4 


Lide of their unruly Appetites, to come together 


in Marriage, forgetting or neglecting to receive the 


Lord's Bleſſing, and to give Him due Praiſes for 
that his neceſlary and beneficial Ordinance, Doth 
not every Man's private Welfare, and the Publick 
alſo, for the moſt Part, depend upon the Succeſs 
of this Society? The Hope of Poſterity, the Stay 
of old Age, the Comfort of Weakneſs, the Support 


of every Man's Houſe, together with the flouriſh- 
ing Eſtate of every Church and Common-wealth, 
doth hang upon the Fruit of Matrimony : For if 
| Gop ſend Barrenneſs, or give either monſtrous or 
wicked Children, how great is the Diſcontent in 


7 the former Caſe, the Vexation and Torment in the 


latter? 
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larter? And if many Families (as it were Semina- 
ries) be either en.pty of Plants altogether, or peſtered 
with ill Plants, how ſhall the Orchards of the Church 


and Common-wealth, be ſtored with good whole- 


ſom Trees? How then can any Man eſteem it 
more than needs, to crave Gop's Blefling in a 


- Thing wherein it fo nearly concerneth him to at- 


tain it? Surely we ſhall but provoke his Curſe. 
againſt us, when we either forget it as needleſs, or | 


contemn it as ridiculous, to make our Petitions 


unto Him, for his Bleſſing in any particular Mat- 
ter. Vea, whereas Marriage is inſtituted in Part 
for the ſubduing of inordinate Deſires, it cannot be 


available for that Purpoſe, unleſs the LoRp give it 


that Efficacy: And how can we expect that He 
ſhould give it, if we ſcorn to beg it, or be thank- 
ful for it? Yea, certainly, the Men that uſe Mar- 
riage in a brutiſh Manner, not ſeeing Go in it, 


nor ſanctifying it by theſe Means unto themſelves, 


mall become thereby more licentious, more outra- 
gious, more luſtful, more impudent than ever they 


were before Marriage: For what would be profit- 


able to the Soul in the holy and orderly Uſe of it, 
in the Abuſe will ever prove as hurtful. Where- 
fore let no Man ſcoff at a Duty plainly commanded 


by Gop, but know that thou haſt no Intereſt to 


touch thine own Wife, or thine own Huſband, 


till thou have done thine Homage to Gop in 
Prayer, and retyrned to Him the Tribute of Thanks 


for this Benefit, which toucheth thee ſo nearly as 
the Hope of Poſterity, and Him as the Increaſe of 


his Kingdom. And if you will be Chriſtians, be ſo 


in good earneſt, and uſe all Things chriſtianly and 
ſanctifiedly, and learn to know the Force and Fruit 


of Prayer even in all Things. And ſo much for : 


the firſt Rule of due Benevolence, it muſt be ſanc- 


tified, without which, Propagation and Chaſtity, 


the 


* 
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the two chief Ends thereof, will either not be at- 


tained at all, or not with Comfort. 


IT muſt further be temperate, I mean ſparing. 


Men and Women are reaſonable Creatures, and 
therefore muſt remember, that Gop hath ordained 


Matrimony, not for Pleaſures-Sake chiefly, but for 
the Increaſe of Mankind, and not to kindle luſtful 


Deſires, but to quench them. We muſt, I con- 
feſs, take great Heed of laying Snares upon Mens 
Conſciences in Matters of this Nature; and muſt 


be very careful not to bind them, where Gop Him- 


ſelf hath not bound them. Now for the Scriptures, 
they do not ſet to Men any particular Limits in this 
Matter, but only, in general, they commend unto. 
us Sobriety and Moderation, and acquaint us with: 


the true Ends of Matrimony. Now this is a cer- 


tain and an univerſal Rule, that the Quantity of 
every Thing muſt, as near as we can, be fitted to 
the End. Health, and Strength, and Comfort, 
are the Ends of Food, therefore ſo much muſt be 
eaten, and no more, as will ſerve to the procuring. 
of Health, and Strength, and Comfort. The ſame 
Rule muſt be applied to Matrimony. The Mar- 
ried muſt not provoke Deſires for Pleaſures-Sake,. 
but allay Defires when they provoke themſelves. 


They muſt not ſtrive by Words and Geſtures to 


enflame their Paſſions, when they are cool. But 


when ſuch Paſſions are of themſelves moved, then 


muſt they take the Benefit of their Eſtate to aſſuage 
them, that they may not be troubleſome to them 
in the Duties of Religion, and of their Callings. 
In a Word, Marriage muſt be uſed as ſeldom and 
ſparingly as may ſtand with the Need of the Perſons 
married: For Exceſs this Way doth weaken the 
Body, and ſhorten Life: But a ſparing Enjoyment” 
would preſerve the Body from divers Diſeaſes in 

ſome Conſtitutions: Exceſs inflameth Luſt, and 
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hinders Procreation; but Moderateneſs is an Help 
to Fruitfulneſs, Wherefore the former genera] 


muſt no oftner come together, chan for the extin- 
Imagination and Corruption provoke Deſires, the 
| Body not needing nor inforcing them, not Mar- 


riage, but Prayer and Humiliation muſt heal this 


| bodily Temper or Fulneſs, the Marriage-bed was 


this is to be intemperate in Gop's Ordinance, as 
thoſe that make themſelves thirſty by eating ſalt 
Meats. But to ſatisfy the natural Deſires when 
unprovoked, they tend to Unrulineſs; this is a 


made him thirſty. Now the ſanctified Uſe of Mar- 
they ſeldom fail to exceed their Bounds, that 


and Lhankſgivings. But this Society mult have a 
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iſp oſeth the Perſons ſo offending to Adultery. 


Moderation kills Luſt, and is a great F urtherance 
to Purity. Excels breeds Satiety, and makes them 
weary of each other, deſirous of Strangers: Mode- 
ration endeareth them each to other, and breeds 
Contentment in themſelves, Exceſs diſables them, 
without much Unquietneſs, to endure Separation 
upon juſt Cauſes; Moderation makes it eaſy to ab- 
ſtain when Necd requireth. To conclude, Exceſs 


Rule mult be carefully obſerved, and the Married 


guiſhing of this Paſſion ingrafted i in the Body, when 
it would otherwiſe become troubleſome to them. If 


Diſeaſe; but when the Motions ariſe from the 


ordained for a Remedy. To incite themſelves by 
mutual Dalliances for Pleaſure-Sake, and awake the 
ſleeping Paſſions, which Nature had laid to Reſt, 
this is a Fault, even betwixt Yoke-fellows: For 


Duty betwixt Yoke-fellows, and this is the tem- 
perate Enjoyment of Gop's Ordinance, as for a 
Man to drink when Labour or other Occaſion hath 


riage, will alſo procure it to be temperate; but 
regard not to make their Socicty holy by Prayer 


third Rule; it muſt be ſeaſonable, with a due di- 
tinguilhing of tne Times of Separation, from the 
Times 


Demonſtrations of. hearty Affection. 
ture teſtifieth ſo much plainly, when It intitleth 
this Duty by the Name of Good-will, and Good- 
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Times allowed for that Purpoſe; then muſt they 


not take the ſame Liberty as at other Times, they 


are for that Seaſon debarred their mutual Benevo- 
lence in.this Kind. Theſe be Seaſons when Gop 
and Nature ſeparate the Man and Wife in this Re- 
ſpect. Now in any of theſe Times it is forbidden 
S the Huſband to converſe with his Wife. This is 
plain in the Law, Lev. xv.19, 25. alſo Chap. xviii. 19. 
Chap. xx. 18. of all which Places married People 
ſhould take due Notice. This is one of the Sins alſo 
condemned by the Prophet Exekiel, Chap. xxii. 18. 
It is alſo one of thoſe Faults for which the Canaanites 


did ſuffer that fearful Deſtruction. And the LORD 


in making this Conſtitution, doth ſeem to have 
aimed at the Good of Poſterity chiefly : For if it 
ſhould fall out, that upon ſuch unſeaſonable Con- 

verſation any Iſſue ſhould follow, needs muſt the 
Child inherit numeous Diſeaſes. | 


; t 


Bur a fourth Direction muſt be given 40 this | 
Marricd in this Point, Chearfulneſs 4 9 ng- 


neſs muſt ever accompany their Meetings; neſther 
muſt they deny themſelves each to he in + 85 
nient Times, nor yet yield themſelves with Grudg- 


ing and Frowardneſs, but readily, and zwith all 


e Scrip- 


will that is owing. Now no, Man can call that 
Good-will which is churliſhly and diſcontentedly 
granted; and it is doubtleſs a Part of great Injuſtice | 
to pay Debts with Grudgings and Delays, This 


would alienate the Heart of the Yoke-fellow, and 
work in him or her a Suſpicion of Eſtrangement of 
Affection! in the. other Party. 
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.Q H A P. TIL: 
Of the Love of Married 1 


HERE are alſo beſides theſs, certain other 
Duties of an inferior Nature, which ſerve to 
make the Lives of married People comfortable; and 
thoſe, though they be not fo eſſential to Marriage 
as the former, are yet of ſo neceſſary Obſervation, 
that without them Matrimony ſhall be nothing elſe 
but the Mother of unſeaſonable Repentance. Theſe 
are likewiſe of two Sorts, ſome common to both, 
ſome proper to each of them. The common are 
alſo of two Kinds, ſome in regard of themſelves, 
ſome in regard of their Families. Now the Cove- 
nant of Matrimony doth bind thoſe that enter upon 
it unto all theſe Duties as well as to the former, 
but hot under the fame Forfeiture as it were. Fail- 
ing in them doth break Gop's Commandment very 
much, but it doth not break the Bond of Matri- 
mony: It forfeiteth their mutual Peace, Comfort 
and Happineſs; it doth not forfeit their mutual Right 
and Power over each others Bodies. Indeed ſuch 
is the Impenitency of Man's Nature, that ſoon will 
he conceit to himſelf a Liberty where Gop gives 
him none at all, Moſt Men and Women are apt 
to think, that they have due Cauſe not to endure 


the Burden of living with ſuch Yoke-fellows as 


have no Care to pertorm the Duties that ſhall be 
named. But it is a very dangerous Thing for us 
to account ourſelves freed from our Duty, by that 
Which doth not free us. We mut therefore croſs 


5 the 
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the Deſires of our own Hearts, and know that we 


are ſtill bound to our Yoke-fellows for all their 


hard Uſage in other Things, ſo long as in the main 


Matters we be not wronged. Thou art no whit 


leſs bound to continue an Huſband or Wife, be- 
cauſe thy Yoke-ſellow is utterly careleſs of ſuch 


Duties as ſhall be named. Arm thyſelf therefore 
with Patience to bear the Want of them, and take 


Knowledge of them, not to make thyſelf falſly 
conceited of Liberty, becauſe thou doſt not find PF 
them, but to make thyſelf careful of doing that 
which pertaineth to thee, though thy Care be ſlen- 
derly requited. 


Nov let us lay open the ſpecial Points of Duty: 
And in general, for the common Duties, let this 
be delivered as a never-failing Rule, That whatſo- 
ever Thing the common Bonds of Humanity and 
_ Chriſtianity tie every Man to perform unto another, | 
that the married Perſons are bound to perform each 
to other in a far higher Degree; for the nearer 
Band of Matrimony is fo far from weakening, that 
it adds Force to the more general Bonds of Huma- _ 
.nity and Religion : So that what the Law of Love 
and Piety doth command thee to perform to any 
Perſon as a Man or a Chriſtian, that it binds thee 


to perform unto thy Yoke-fellow much more plen- 


_ 4ifully and diligently: And yet this alſo muſt be 
marked, that in theſe mutual Duties, the Huſband. 
is bound to be more abundant and careful, becauſe 

his Place is more excellent. Theſe common Du- 

ties look in Part to themſelves, in Part unto their 


Families. That they jointly owe to themſelves, 


comes all to two Heads, Love, and the chief Ef- 
fects of Love. For Love firſt, their Hearts muſt 

be united as well as their Bodies, elſe their Union 
will prove more troubleſome than can be imagined, 


Love is the Life and Soul of Marriage, without 


which 
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- which, it differs as much from itſelf, as a Carcaſe 
from a living Body; yea verily, it is a molt un- 


comfortable Society, and no better than a living 


Death. This makes all Things eaſy ; the Want 
of it makes all Things hard. Love ſeaſons and 
ſweetens all Eftates; Love compoſeth all Contro- 


verſies; Love over-ruleth all Paſſions ; it ſquareth 


all Actions; it is, in a Word, the King of the 
Heart, which, in whom it prevaileth, to them 


Marriage is what it ſhould be, viz. a pleaſing 
Combination of two Perſons into one Home, one 


Purſe, one Heart, and one Fleſh. Two Things 


are neceſſary about this Point: Firſt, to ſhew what 


Properties this Love muſt have; next, to ſhew by. 


what Means it may be attained. Now the Love 
of Man and Wife muſt have theſe two Properties 
with, and above many other: Firſt, it muſt be 


Spiritual; ſecondly, Matrimonial. It muſt be Spi- 
ritual in its Ground, and in its Working. Love 
muſt be built principally upon the Commandment 
of Gon, the only ſure Foundation of it. The Gon. 
of Heaven, the Maker of Affections, muſt alſo be 


their Commander; from whom we have received 


the Power of Loving, from Him we muſt alſo re- 


ceive Directions for the right uſing that Power. 
A Chriſtian Man muſt love his Wife not only be- 
cauſe ſhe is beautiful, witty, dutiful, loving, but 
chiefly, becauſe the Lord of Heaven and Earth 
hath ſaid, Hufbands love your Wives. The Wife 
alſo muſt love her Huſband, not only, or chiefly: 
becauſe he is a proper Man, of good Means and 
Parentage, kind to her, and of good Carriage, 


but becauſe he is her Huſband; and Gop, the 


Sovereign of all Souls, hath told Women, that 

they ought to be Lovers of their Huſbands, Not 
the Face, Portion, Beauty, Dowry, or good 
Parts of the Married, muſt be the principal 


Cauſes of their loving each other, but the Will of 
== 1 Gon, 
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God, that hath plainly manifeſted his Pleaſure in 


this Matter. That Affection which is grounded 
upon this ſtable Foundation, will be laſting ; as 


is the Cauſe that procures it: for the Command- 
ment of Gop in this Matter, can never receive 
an Alteration : but that Affection that ſtandeth 
upon other Conſiderations, will be ſubject to 


| changing every Hour: For how can the Buildine 


ſtand faſt, if the Foundation be rotten and flip- 
pery ? Either ſome Storm of Contention will over- 
throw that ill-grounded natural Love, or of its 
own accord it will fall down through Age; or 
elſe it will degenerate into Jealouſy, the devour- 


ing Canker-worm, that eats up the Heart of mar- 


ried Perſons, and conſumes or marrs the ſweet 
Fruit of Matrimony : But he that loves his Wife, 
becauſe ſhe is his Wife; and Gop's Pleaſure is, 
that ſuch a Perſon ſhould be loved, whom Himſelf 


hath united in ſo near a Contract, ſhall fo long 
continue to love her, whatever ſhe prove in other 
| Reſpects, as ſhe continues to be his Wife. If 


thou love thy Wife for that ſhe is fair, well- 


ſpoken, courteous, this is well; but what will 


become of thy Love, if all theſe fail? as all may, 
and the moſt muſt fail. Thou loveſt thine Huſ- 


band, becauſe he is an handſome Man; hath an 


active Body, is of good Wit, and of good Beha- | 


viour, and uſeth thee well; but where ſhall we 
find thy Love, if theſe Things ſhould alter? as all 
earthly Things may alter. You ſee, then, there 


is no Firmneſs in that Love, which is procured 


vuly by theſe Motives. But if thou love thy Wife 
or Huſband, becauſe Gop hath: ſo bidden thee, 
the Maker of all Things hath enjoined it, then 


ſhalt thou find thy Love conſtant and perpetual, 


as Gop's Law continues for ever the ſame. 


Now 
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Now the Knowledge of this Property of Love, 


1 

] that it muſt be ſpiritual, built upon the Rock of 
$ Gop's Commandment, doth meet with all Ob- 
- jeCtions, which many perhaps will make againſt 
it in their own Cafes: For who (faith ſome Huſ- 
1 | band) can love ſuch a Wife? And what Wife can 
) affect ſuch an Huſband (faith fome Woman)? 1 
4 anſwer you both: That Huſband that hath learnt 
iy to give Gop's Word a Sovereignty in his Heart, 
- that hath made Reaſon rectified by Scripture the 
I Guide of his Aﬀections, that hath ſubdued his Paſ- 
p. fions to his Judgment, and his Judgment to his 
— Gop, and hath Jearnt to think it Reaſon for the 
— Creature to follow the Creator's Will im all Things, 
r ſeem they otherwiſe never ſo much againſt Reaſon: 
5 In a Word, that Man that hath his Affections ſpi- 
5 ritual, can beſtow them even on ſuch a Wife; and 
f fo {hall that Woman alfo, that hath attained ſuch: 
| Spiritualneſs of Love, find it not impoſſible to con- 
. | tinue her Love to ſuch an Huſband. „ 

— AN p as the Ground of the married Couple's 
* Love, muſt be ſpiritual, ſo muſt alſo the Working 
5 thereof. It muſt bring forth ſpiritual Effects, ſeek- 
8 ing the ſpiritual Good of the Party loved, by do- 
35 ing all ſuch Things with all Readineſs, whereby 
- that Good (the beſt of all Goods) may be attain- 
e ed. Their Affections muſt provoke. them, to en- 
8-1 deavour after the eternal Welfare each of other; 
e and to labour both, that they may with more Eaſe 
d and Aſſurance attain everlaſting Salvation: For 
e that Love which hath ns higher Aim than preſent 
oY Wealth, Peace and Happineſs, deſerveth no better 
N Name than a natural and: a carnal Love. And 
6 ſurely thoſe that love each other becauſe Gop bids 


them, will likewiſe love cach other in ſuch Sort as 
Soy bids them, even with ſuch a Love as will 
7 e 5 . make 
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Goodneſs ? 
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make them careſul of each other's Souls, as well as 
of their Bodies and Eftates. Love cannot be ſepa- 
rated from an earneſt Deſire of the Good of the 
Party loved; and therefore ſpiritual Love muſt be 
deſirous of the fpiritual Good. But, alas! how 
exceedingly faileth the Love of moſt married 
People? yea, of the moſt that make ſome Shews of 
Many Huſbands and Wives have the 
Bodies of their Yoke-fellows ſo dear, that they 
cannot endure to think of their Diſgrace, Poverty, 
Sickneſs, Death; but what becometh of their Souls, 
whether they be ſanctified or unſanctified, in a State 
of Salvation or Damnation, theſe are in the Num- 
ber of thoſe Things wherewith they are little mo- 
ved. But are we bound to marry in the Lorp, 
and ſhall not our Marriage be ſeaſoned with Love 
in the LoD? Thou art kind to thy Wife or 
Huſband, and he or ſhe is fo near to thy Soul, that 
it goes to thine Heart to think that any Thing 
ſhould be wanting for their Good: It is well. But 
ſo might a Pagan do; ſo may a Tur# as well as 
thyſelf: If the Good thou meaneſt confiſt only in 


being healthy and rich, in living at Peace, and en- 


joying all the Benefits of Nature: Doſt thou defire 
to make thy Voke- fellow a Fellow-Heir of Chriſt's 
Kingdom ? Doſt thou ſeek to help thy Voke- fellow 
to heavenly Benefits, as well as to theſe earthly? ? 
If ſo, this is to love ſpiritually: This Love be- 

feems a Chriſtian Huſband and a Chriſtian Wife. 
If otherwiſe, thy Love is to be diſcommended, not 
becaufe it is not good ſo to love, but not good 
enough for a Chriſtian, that is commanded to have 
a more holy and heavenly Diſpoſitien than that, 
which may be found amongſt thoſe that know not 
_ Chri/t., Be not therefore carnal in your Loves, 
as Men, but ſpiritual, as bec 


walking 


Sons and Daughters of 


Gop. 
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Tars Notice further, that your Loves muſt be 
Matrimonial as well as Spiritual. Spiritualneſs is 
a Property of that Love that is due to all Men; 
we muſt therefore find out ſomething in the Love 

of Y oke-tellows, that may be peculiar to it, and 
ſerve to diſtinguiſh it from all other Loves: For 
a Man muſt love his Parents,. his Brethren, his 
Friend, yea, and his utter Enemies; and love 
them alto. becauſe Gop bids him, and love their 
Souls as well as their Bodies. But the Love of 
Huſband and Wife to each other, ſhould differ 
from all other Loves in two Reſpects, in regard 
of which, I call it Matrimonial : Firſt, in the 
Quantity of it; Secondly, in the Effect. For the 
firſt, a Man muſt love his Wife above all the 
> Creatures i in the World; fo muſt the Woman her 
Z Huſband. Next to the Living Gop, and our 
LRD Jeſus Chrift, the Wife is to have the higheſt 
Room in the Huſband's Heart, and he in hers. 
No Neighbour, no Kinſman, no Friend, no Pa. 
rent, no Child ſhould be ſo near and dear unto the 
_ Huſband, as his Wife, nor to her as her Huſband, 
Did not Fltanah ſay to Hannah, Am not I better to 
* thee than ten Sons? Surely then he ought to be 
loved better. Their Loves muſt exceed that of 
Children to Parents; and therefore it muſt know 
no ſuperior Affection but that, that is due to the 
| Gon of Heaven. So much Fa doth one Yoke- 
3 fellow owe to the other, as either of them.owes 
; unto him or herſelf in a Manner, They are one 
0 Body, and mult love each other, as cach other's 
Self; not alone in that common Reſpect, wherein 
7 every Chriſtian is bound to love every Neizhbour 
as himfelf; but in this ſpecial Reſpect, be ecauſe of 
the ſpecial Nearneſs that is betwixt them. Man 
and Wife are tied together in the cloſeſt of all 
Unions; wherefore their mutual Affections muſt 
= be moſt large and abundant ; which, if it be not, 
F C3 | never 


* ih * ” 2 FS. 
FFP 


8 


„„ 


26 DirtcTions for 


never will it ſerve to bear thee out in the other 


Duties of Matrimony. A Man and Woman muſt 


do more, and ſuffer more for each other, than for 
any other in all the World: They muſt bear with 


more Faults each in other, than in any other; 


and be ready to take more Pains each for other, 


ſeeing all Eſtates are common betwixt them. 
Wherefore they muſt love each other more ; for 
more of every Virtue is required to be in every 
one, by how much more large Effects of it are re- 
quired. And therefore the mutual Affection of 
Chriſt and his Church, is uſed to expreſs the Na- 
ture of this Nuptial Love, that we might know it 
to be ſuch as ſhould come as near to the Large 

neſs of that Love, as may be poſſible; but it muſt 


alſo, for Effect, be of a binding and tying Nature; 


it muſt ſo knit them to each other, that they may 


receive full Satisfaction in each other. The Love 


of the Married, muſt be a ſingle Love; cauſing a 


Man to account his Wife the only Woman in the 


World, and not ſo much as to yield to the leaſt 


Inclination of having another, and ſo the Wife's ! 
towards him. Their Perſons ſhould be to each 


other the moſt precious of all Perſons; and ſo 


Love muſt limit Luft, and keep Deſire within: 
Compaſs. If any Man think this impoffible, un- 
leſs every Man and Woman might find in their? 


own Yoke-fellows, as amiable Qualities as are to 


de found in others; I anſwer, that the Point for- 


merly delivered about the Spiritualneſs of Aﬀec- 

tions, will ſatisfy this ObjeCtion : for not the good 
Qualities of either, but the good Pleaſure of Gop, 
is to be the Ground of their mutual Dearneſs. 
Good Conditions help, indeed, to make this Duty 


more eaſy ; but it is ſuch, as muſt upon other 


Motives be performed, though good Conditions 
be away. And again I anſwer, that as a Man who 
| feeth more Wit and Beauty in his Neighbour's 


Son 8 
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Wardly 


Child is not only Comely and quick-witted, but 
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Son or Daughter, than his own; yea, whoſe own 


Child is deformed, crooked and ull, yea, unto- 
and rebellious; when his Neighbour's 


alſo gentle, dutiful and obſequious, doth yet love 
his own Child above his Neighbour's; even fo 


bee it be betwixt Huſband and Wife. A Man 


may lawfully think another Woman, a better 


Woman than his own Wife; but not love the 
Perſon of another more virtuous Woman, above 
the Perſon of his own leſs virtuous; and ſo like- 
wiſe may I ſay of the Wiſe towards the Huſband, 


This is matrimonial Love ; when fer Degree it is 
moſt ſtrong and fervent, withal ſettling their 


Hearts upon each others Perſons, above all in the 


World beſides ; which we ſee that few Huſbands 
and Wives ſo much as labour to perform. The 
moſt are ſtill upbraiding each other, with what 


Matches they might have had; and many could 
_ almoſt prefer any other before their own: 


Theſe 
may ſmile in the Faces of each other, but they 


cannot be ſaid to love each other with a Nuptial 
Love. Marriage Love admits of none equal in 
Affection, but placeth the Voke- fellow next of all 


to the Soul of the Party in whom it is. Marriage 


Love will not bear the Deſire of Change, but 
links the Hearts of the Married ſo cloſe together, 


that they are only dear to each other in this re- 
ſpect. O how far are moſt from loving their 
 Yoke-fellows as they ought, which yet have 
thought themſelves+ to have loved each other as. 
well as need to be] But now you may ſee, how 
much the moſt deceive themſelves, and how far 
ſhort they ere of Perfection in thoſe Duties, where- 


in they account themſelves molt perfect. We go 


forward to the ſecond Point, (having ſhewn what 
that Love is. which we require of the Married) 


to he w/ them the Means of attaining it. 
C HAP. 
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TOTES 
C HA P. III. 

Shewing the Means of attaining Love. 

F any Man, finding a Want of ſuch Love, 


deſire to know how he may get and en- 
creaſe it, let him underſtand, that Love will 


become ſuch (as hath been ſpoken) if ſome natural 
Means be uſed to confirm it, and ſome Spiritual. 
The Natural Means is Cohabitation:: Let them 


have one Houſe, one Table, one Chamber, one 


Bed; fo ſhall they with moſt Eaſe, have alſo one 
Heart and one Soul. This was the Cauſe that the 


LorD ordained in the Law, that no Iſraelite 


| ſhould be drawn from Home the firſt Year after 
his Marriage, upon occaſion of publick Services in 


War; but ſhould for that Space, at leaſt, abide 


at home with his Wife, that ſo long a Time F 
Nearneſs and Familiarity, might make their Loves 0 


for ever after firm and indiſſoluble. 


BEsfpks this natural Means of procuring Love, 
they muſt take Notice of Two, more Spiritual : 


I The one is, to take ſpecial Notice of Gop's gra- 


8 cious Providence for Good in their Match. They 


muſt often put themſelves in Mind of that which 
our Saviour affirmeth, that Gop hath joined them 
together for their mutual Benefit. We know, that 


a mean Gift is much reſpected for the Giver's 
Sake. If Men and Women obſerve the Providence 
of Gop, in bringing them together, then ſhall 
they take each other as Love- Tokens from Gop, 
and fo ſhall be made very dear to each other. He 
that {triveth to love Gop above all, cannot but 
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Married Perſons. 29 
love all his Bleflings for his Sake. Wherefore do 


thou reſolve, that Gop in great Goodneſs (for 
 Crofles alſo, to Gop's People, come in Goodneſs). 
hath beſtowed this Huſband or Wife upon thee ; 


and thou ſhalt not chuſe, but dearly affect thy 
Yoke-fellow, though ſomewhat perhaps ſullied 


with Frowardneſs and ill Conditions; for the 


Dearneſs of the Giver, will colltitervail the De- 


fects of the Gift. And if thy Match be fallen out 
ſomewhat croſs unto thee, yet know that the 


Lord did aim at thy Good, and will procure it 


by this Croſs (cauſing, that though thy Life here 
be leſs pleaſant, yet thy Soul ſhall have a large 


Recompence, if thou accept it with Patience and 


Thankſulneſs), and then the Yoke fellow's Di- 
ſtempers may prove unto thee Matters of Grief, 


but ſhall not be able to alienate thine AﬀeAions. 


But ſuch as want Wiſdom, to behold the Hand 
of Gop coupling them, ſhall ſoon ceaſe to love, 


becauſe their Loves are not perfected, and ſtrength- 


ened with the Love of Gop, the only Strengthener 
and Perfecter of all Virtues, 


THERE is another Means of cementing the 


| Souly of the Married, which will both help to the 


former; and being joined with it, make it infalli- 


bly effectual; and that is to join together con- 
ſtantly i in the Performance of Exerciſes of Piety to 


Gop, chiefly betwixt themſelves. Let Man and 
Wife pray together ; let them confer with each 
other of their heavenly Country; let them ſing 
together; ſo ſhall their Hearts be knit firm to 


Gop firſt, Theſe are the beſt Means of Confir- 
mation to their Loves. _ Theſe will nouriſh the 
Spirit of Holineſs in them; and that inkindles 
Love, wherever it cometh. Theſe will increaſe 
their Faith in Gop, and Faith will work by Love; 
in theſe they ſhall feel themſelves to have been ſpi- 
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ritually profitable each to other; and to receive a 
| ſpiritual Benefit, cannot but procure a ſpiritual 
Affection. Here they ſhall perceive themſelves 
Strangers of one Country, Servants of one Family, 
Children of one Parent, and Members of one 
Body; and this muſt needs increaſe their good 
Will to each other, Religion will knit the Hearts 
of Strangers faſt in one. How much more effec- 
tual will it be, to faſten together their Souls, that 
enjoy ſo many and ſo perpetual Bands beſides? It 
is Society that moſt times choaketh the Love of 
the Married; they grow weary each of other by 
long Fruition, and then they care not one for an- 
other; but if they ſeaſon their natural Commu- 
nion, with this ſpiritual Communion, the Comfort 
and Power of this, will prevent all Satiety, and 
make them grow in d-arneſs each to other. Jars 
and Contentions are the greateſt Hindrances of 
their Love; but the joining together in theſe Ex- 
erciſes, will cauſe, that they ſhall far more ſeldom 
jar; and that their ſudden Jars ſhall not feſter and 
rankle, to breed hard Conceits of each other, 
which would be the Bane of Love. Prayer will 
prevent moſt Diſcontentments, and compoſe all; 
for when they ſhall appear before Gop in Prayer, 
inſtead of blaming each other, only or chiefly. 
(which is the evil Humour of Pride, that makes 
theſe Sores to rankle), they ſhall each blame them- 
felves, and take the greateſt Fault upon themſelves; 
which being once done, all Contentions will ceaſe, 
and all Quarrels will come to an End. The Sight 
of God, in his Ordinances, will quell the Pride 
of their Hearts, and make either to ſee and feel 
the Greatneſs of his or her own Sins; and then 
the Faults of the Voke- fellow will ſeem little, and 
the Matter of Strife will be quite cut off. Yea, if 
they come before the Lok p in Prayer, they ſhalt 
I be ſo truly grieved and aſhamed for their Jarnings 
: | that 
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that it will make them far more watchful over 
themſelves, and far more able to prevent the like 
Occaſions for the Time to come. The Land- flood 
of youthful Aﬀections will quickly be dried up; 
but thoſe lively Fountains of ſpiritual Affection, 
which the joining together in holy Exerciſes ſhall 
have digged up for them, will yield a quiet and 
conſtant Stream of Good-will. Thoſe Waves, 
indeed, make molt Noiſe, but this Spring doth 


beſt Service. That vehement Ardor which ſome- 


times goes before Marriage, is more boiſterous; 
but this moderate and ſober Affection, that is 


I gotten by ſerving God together after, is ten times 
more uſeful: The former, without the latter, 
will never make one's Life happy; but this, with- 


= out that, will abundantly ſuffice, to a moſt chear- 
_ ful Living in Marriage. Fond he or ſhe may be, 


that pray not among themſelves, but loving they 
cannot be: Wherefore I pray you all, that are, 
or ſhall be married, to mark diligently this Direc- 


) 

don, and not to fail in practiſing it. What will 

3 it profit you to hear good Directions from the 

Mouth of Gop's Miniſters, if you do not follow 
them? Above all other Directions, follow this: 


Call upon the Name of God together, peruſe his 


3 

5 . 0 . 

Ft Scriptures together, ſing Praiſe unto Him toge- 
8 5 


ther, and talk together of his Word and Works. 
Loſe not the Time you ſpend alone, either in 


wordly Communication, or in Fault- finding, or 


Fruit, the Growth of your Loves, which will 
follow. And verily there is none that hath an 


neee e 


that the true Cauſe of the Defects of Love in the 
| | Married, 


in Merriment, or ſporting each with ether; but 
be careful to redeem Time for thoſe holy Duties, 
which as they are in all Reſpects gainful, fo are 
worth all the Time they ſhall ſpend, for this very 


Spark of godly Wiſdom, but ſhall be forced to 
confeſs, if he conſult with himſelf in good earneſt, 
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Marricd, is the ſeldom coming together before the 


LorD. Either they love little, or love carnally : 
And why is this? but becauſe they pray but little 


each with other. But if you would maintain Love 


againſt all Breaches, and keep it from all Decays, 


and make it always ardent, always lively, and al- 


ways working; if you would make it religious, 
boly and godly, favouring of Piety and the Divine 
Nature, then follow this that hath been told you: 
For if Holy Duties knit not, and rivet not your 


Hearts together, they will ſoon be ſevered. If - 
Piety to Gop do not thus feed your Love, it ſhall 
be but feeble, or carnal, or both. But then may 
ſome Man or Woman ſay, alas! how ſhall I do, 
that have ſuch an Huſband or Wife, as neither - 
can nor will join with me in the Services of Gop. 
To ſuch one I anſwer: Pray for that Yoke-fellow, 
that will not pray with thee; intreat Gop ſo 
much more often in behalf of thine Huſband or 
Wife, by how much they are leſs able or willing 
to entreat for themſelves; ſo ſhall Gop in Good- 


neſs turn their Hearts to thee, at leaſt thy Soul 
ſhall be warmed with heavenly Love to them ; for 
it is impoſſible that any ſhould chuſe but love that 
Perſon much and earneſtly, for whom they pray 


much and carneſtly. And this alſo is very ſure, g 


though few perhaps will believe it, that to love 


one's Y oke-fellow ſpiritually and fervently, though 
one be not ſo beloved again, is much more Con- 
tent to the Soul, and Comfort to the Life, than 

to be beloved of them, without ſo loving. 
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HAF, V. 
Shewing the firſt Effect of Love, VIS. 
Pleatingnels. 


\ HE Effects of this Nuptial Love, are three: 
Pleaſingneſs, F aithfulneſs „ Helpfulneſs, 


The firſt, which muſt mix itſelf with all the reſt, 
I call Pleaſingneſs: It is a Diſpoſition of the Will, 
and earneſt Deſire of the Heart, to give all Con- 


tent each to other, ſo far as they may poſſibly do 


it, without ſinning againſt Gop. The Apoſtle 
tells us, that the married Man careth for the 
Things of this Life, how he may pleaſe his Wife, 
and the Wife alſo, how ſhe may pleaſe her Huſ- 


band. This he mentioneth not as a Matter in ei- 


ther condemnable, but Praiſe- worthy in both, and 
that whereof (in all worldly Buſineſſes) they ſhould 
be moſt regardful : For though it be a Matter of 


ſome Difficulty, yet it is of exceeding great Fruit, 
and of abſolute Neceſlity to the Well-being of the 


Family. The Apoſtle tells us, that he did ſeek in 
all Things to pleaſe all; meaning fo far as he could 
without Sin : This Duty i is therefore a general Duty 
towards all Men, and ſhall it not be much more 
needful betwixt them that are fo nearly united? 
Wherefore the Huſband muſt do, or leave undone, 


any Thing he can, that NE may give Satisfaction to 
the Wife; and ſo muſt the Wife, for the Huſband's 


Eaſe, croſs her own Deſires to ſatisfy his. In 
Diet, Attire, in Choice of Company, in all other 
Affairs, they muſt frame themſelves to afford each 


other ſuch an abſolute fulfilling of oe as wy 
D 0 
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be without the Tranſgreſhon of Gop's Law. That 
which will make this Duty poſible is Reſolution 
and Practice; begin, and the Proceeding will prove 
pleaſanter than te Beginning: That which will make 
it caiy and comfortable, is the mutual labouring for 
it on both vides; for if the Wiſe would apply her- 
lelf to pleaſe her Huſband, he ſhould find it an eaſy 


Matter to pleaſe her : And if the Huſband would 


ſeek his Wife's Contentment, ſhe might with much 
Facility content him. Endeavour to pleaſe works 
a Wilingneſs to be pleaſed, and it cannot be dif- 
Cult to ſatisſy one that deſires as well to give as to 
take Satisfaction. But ſome married People may 


perhaps imagine, that their Caſe admits not of this 


Advice, becauſe they have Yoke-fellows ſo fro- 


ward and diſcontentcd, that nothing will content 
them. I anſwer, It is not in any Man's Power to 
make 2 froward Perſon take Things well, but it is 
in then Power to do their beſt to ſatisfy fach a one, 
and-to ſtrive ſo much the more painfully, by how 
much the other's Diſpoſition is more averſe from it. 
Go p looks that one ſhould not affect, but endea- 
vour the Satisfaction of the YotHtc- fellow; and if 
the one be not behind- hand, in giving all juſt 


Cauſe of being pleaſed, the other tha!l bear the 


Whole Blame before Gop, of that Pecviſhnets 


which would not ſuffer him or her to be plea- 


ſcd. It will be objected here, that it will be very 
hard to continue ſtriving againſt the Stream, and 
ſo indeed it will: But good Duties muſt not be o- 


_ mitted, becaufe they be hard. The Scholar that 
| hath an hard Leflon, muſt ſettle more hard to his 
Book, and not caſt it away in Sullenneſs, and ſay, 


he cannot learn it: So the Huſband that hath a 

perverſe Wife, or Wife that hath a perverſe Hul- 
band, muſt give more Diligence to give Content 
to fach Huſband or Wife, and not carcleſly caſt off 


all, with ſaying, they be ſo croſs that nothing will 
| plex 0 
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| pleaſe them: Verily this is a painful Work, DUE - 
 weithal it is a poſſible Work. It cannot be that 
$ there ſhould remain ſo great Paſſionateneſs in the 
Breaſt of any Man or Woman, but that they will 

be kept in better Terms, by a Yoke-fellow {ſtriving 

4 to content them, than if no Care at all be uſed that 
| Way. Let therefore the Hardneſs make each more 
| diligent: For if the Huſband or Wife will be un- 
quict, do what the other Yoke-fellow can, how 
much more if there be no Pains taken to make 
them quiet. Encourage thyſelf in this tedious La- 
bour, with remembering, that if thou canſt not 
pleaſe thy Yoke-fellow as thou defireit, yet thou 

| ſhalt not fail to pleaſe Gop. Here thou muſt be 
put in Mind of that worthy Counſel, which Solo- 


" I? mon's grave Counſellors gave his young Son; 1F 
35 thou 71 e this People, and ſpeak to their Hearts, 
—_ ill be 1] y Servants for ever. So ſay I to thee 
£ 4 now, if thou ſpeak to the Heart of thine Huſpand 
or Wife, and ſeek to pleaſe him or her, by yield- 
3 ing to them even in Things perhaps that are ſome- 
— what unreaſonable; this, it any Thing, will change 
c 3 eir Bitterneſs into Gentleneſs, and their Rebel- 
7 o ladet into Subjection. Wherefore let all Loke- 
Z fellows meditate thus with themſelves: I cannot 
- | pleaſe Gop, if I firive not to pleaſe my Yoke-fel- 
K low. He loves not an Houſe-full of Brawls ; Diſ- 
* | cord drives him with his Bleſſing out of Doors: 


2 And there can be no Peace where there is no Stri- 
1 : ving by mutual Pleaſingneſs to nouriſh and ſettle 


D- Peace. The harder this proveth, the more com- 
at mendable it is in me, and the better the LORD will 
us take it at my Hands, and the more will He reward 
** it at the laſt. Wherefore I will croſs mine oon 
. Deſires, rather than mine Huſband's, or my Wife's, 
ne | and. ſo carry myſelf that they may receive Comtents 
nt ment in all Things, if any Thing but Sin and 
ol = Wickedneſs will content them. Brethren, let 
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rawarting and croſſing each other be far from you? 
Houſes, Lo croſs one's felf is a Matter of great 


a Point of as great Folly as can bez neither can any 


Praiſe; to crofs another, efpecially one fo near, is 


Thing in the W. 


tend the vexing each other; I will do it, Fit be 
tit to anger the; is a Speech ſo odious in the 
Mouth of Huſband or Wife, that ſcarce any Thin 

can he more. The Huſband were almoſt as good el 
His Wife; that he will be an Whore-maſter, ſhe him 
that ſhe will be an Harlot, Doubtleſs this thwarting 
Humour, that will do a Thing to anger the other, 
is in the Family like the Cramp in the Body, which 


pulls and racks the, Sinews, and makes the Body 
full ef Torment. This kills all the Comfort of So- 


ciety, It is the molt contrary to Love. of an 


Thing: It hinders the going forward of all "Thrift, 
and of all Duty. Wherefore, let none of you 


hereafter bear that abſurd Thought of angering his 


Wife, or her Huſband, but next to the pleaſing 


Gop, make it your Buſineſs to pleaſe each other, 
Indeed this Caution next to the pleaſing of Gon 
mult nceds be put in, for elſe it 1s a wicked Thing 


to provoke Go p, by ſeeking to picafe a Creature. 
If any Thing but the Breach of Gop's Law will 
-Fatisfy thy Yoke-fellow, thou muſt do it, be it ne- 
ver ſo troubleſome, ſo oppoſite to thine own De- 


| fires, and contrary to thine own Will; for every 
one of us, ſaith St. Paul, muſt pleaſe his Neigh- 
bour, much more his Huſband or Wife, in that 


which is good for Edification. But if thou canſt 
not fulfill the Deſires of a Man, without breaking 
of the Law of Gop, then ſay, it is better to offend 
a mortal Creature, than the immortal Gop; for as 
Gop muſt be loved above all, ſo muſt He be 


pleaſed above all; and as the Yoke-fellow muſt be 
loved next to Gop, ſo muſt they alſo be pleaſed 


next 


leis become married People, 
and be more reproachſul unto them, than to in- 
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next to Him. Only, my Brethren, conſider, that 
this Point is delivered unto you amongſt the. Duties 
that are mutual. Moſt Huſbands look for it of 

their Wives, they eſteem not themſelves bound to 
do it to their Wives : But look what Force Obedi- 
ence hath to tie the Wife unto it, the fame hath 
Love to tie the Huſband. And ſo much be ſpoken 
of the firſt Effect of Love-Pleaſingneſs: There are 

two more of ſpecial e. 5 


CCC S SL EIT 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the Faith \fulneſs and Helpfulneſs of 
| _ the Married. 


UsBAND and Wife muſt be to each other 
faithful and helpful, theſe two mult ever be 
joined, therefore we ſpeak of them together. This 
was one principal Thing which the Lord did aim 
at, in making the Woman, and joining her unto 
her Huſband :. For it 7s not good (faith He) for 
Man to be alone, I will make him an Help meet for 
him. And doubtleſs the Man was to give Help as 
well as to receive it, and to do more Good, by 
how much he was endowed with more Strength. 


Now this helpful Fidelity conſiſteth in their 
mutual Care of abſtaining irom,. and preventing, 
ſo much as may be, all ſuch as might hurt or grieve 
each other; and of doing themſelves, and pro- 
curing from others to be done, all ſuch Things as 
may make for the Comfort and Benefit each of 
Naber; then are they faithfully helpful to each other, 


3 3 when 
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when they w1ll never do ably nor ſuffer, if 
they can hin: ger, others to do any Thing that may 
harm cach other; and when they are diligent to 
do themſelves, and cauſe others to do, fo far as 
lies in their Power, whatſocver may be good one |} 
to another. a | 


Tris Duty muſt extend to the Souls, Bodies, 
Names and Eſtates of each other. Firſt, to the 
SH Souls, by provoking each other to all Picty and 
Holineſs of living, as Occaſion ſerveth. The Huſ- 
band muſt not hinder, but further the Wife in 
Goodneſs, nor ſhe him; for the Wife alſo hath 
Liberty to exhort and ſtir up her Huſband to Well- 
doing, and to prevail by Entreaty and fair Means. 
Their Nearneſs of Society gives them many and 
great Occaſions of ſwaying each other either Way. 
Ih iey mult therefore beware of becoming the De- 
vil's Inſtruments to allure each other to Sin: For 
there cannot be a greater Miſchievouſneſs in the 
World, than for a Man and Wife to abuſe that 
Power, which they have either in other, as it were, 
to poiſon each other; but they mult be ready with 
ſpecial Diligence, as they have ſpecial Opportunity 
to conſider one another, and to provoke unto Love, 
and to good Works. If the Wife perceive the 
Huſband flack in Matters of Religion, or Mercy, 
ſne mult ever be commending theſe Things unto 
bim, and putting him in Mind of the Excellency 
of theſe Virtues, and the great Reward that Gop 
will give to them that practiſe them, and [weetly 
drawing him to a more frequent Practice of them, 
always remembering to be mild and gentle in her 
Speeches this Way, as one that would allure, and 
not force. The Huſband likewiſe muſt, with the 
moſt familiar and kind Speeches that may be, ſtir 
up his Wife's Dulneſs, if he perceive her dull, and 
nind her of thoſe Motives that may encourage and 
quicken 
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quicken her in all Well-doing. O how ſweet a 


Society would this of Man and Wiſe be, if they 


could in this Manner be watchful of all Opportu- 
nities to further each cther in Godlineſs. 


AG Ain, becauſe they have continual Occaſion 
of inward convernng each with other, therefore 
they may diſcover in each other divers Corruptions 


and Imperfecticas. Now they muſt not turn theſe 
Infirmities into Matter of Hatred and Contempt, 


but of Compaſhon, and Care of procuring each 


_ other's Reformation. They mult not upbraid each 


other with their Sins, nor ſeek to provoke the Cor- 


ruptions which they find apt to be provoked; but 


rather give all Heed to cut cf all ſuch Occaſions 
as they find will give Advantage to ſuch Corrup- 


tions of their Yoke-fcllows, and make them break 
forth to their Hurt; and they muſt by all good 
Counſel fortify each other's Souls againſt the com- 


mon Enemy. "They muſt both obferve the Tem- 
per and Conſtitution of each other's Souls, 'till the 


_ perceive what Intirmities they are either of them 


chiefly inclined unto; and having found them, 


they mult diligently abſtain from all Things that 


may provoke that Evil, and prove Occaſions of 


making them overſhoot themſelves therein: And 
ſurther, they muſt apply all Means to weaken ſuch 


Corruptions, and to ſtop their Overflowing, that 
they may not proceed to any Extremity, if they 


have begun to offend in ſome Degree. 'Fheir Ac- 


quaintance with the Diſeaſes of each other muſt : 
not be made a Cauſe of their vilify ing each other, 


by hitting each other in the Teeth With ſuch In- 


perfections, but rather of helping each other, by 


flying from a It ſuch Words a Actions as would 


increaſe and incenſe them, and taking unto them 
ſuch Geſtures and Speeches as are fitteſt to heal and 
mitiga de 


1 40 DIRNCTIONS for 


mitigate them. For Example, if the Huſband per- 
ceive the Wife apt to be angry, and that ſuch and 


ſuch Things will eaſily put her out of Patience, he 
muſt pity her Weakneſs, and carefully abſtain from 
ſuch Things; ſo muſt ſhe deal with him, and to 
muſt they carry themſelves to each other, in re- 
card of all other F railties, as well as Anger: Yea, 
it cither of them be given to any ſuch high Degree 
of Wickedneſs, as that their own Words alone, 
1 after all Labour to draw them out of it, will not 


work Amendment; then muſt they not fear to 


ſeek the Help of ſome more wiſe and able Friend, 
who may perhaps effect that Cure, which them- 


Fruit of ſuch Endeavours, but that the Yoke-fe]- 


9 continue to wait and pray, reſcrring che Matter to 
| Go D, the only Phyſician of the Soul, who is able 


be condemned as molt treacherous cach to other, 


of a Storm, can keep Silence in ſuch Caſes. This 
is to betray one another to the Devil, and to give 
each other Leave to go to ticll without Rub: 
Wouldſt thou ſuffer thine Huſband to poiſon him- 
ſelf for Fear of enduring his Anger, if thou thouldit 
ſnatch the Poiſon out of his Hand? Wouldit thou 


_ other's Souls, and ſay nothing, for Fear of Paſſion, 
ouſneſs, than to give Way, for Quietneſs-Sake, 


alſo arc to be blamed as unhelpfol, yea, very miſ- 


ſelycs have failed of: And in Caſe they find little 


low will hearken to no Admonition; yet they muſt. 


in due Seaſon to redreſs all. But thoſe deſerve to- 
that, for their Eaſe-Sake, will permit their Yoke- 


fellows to ſleep in Sin. Let them ſwear, let them 
break the Sabbath, many Yoke-fellovrs, for Fear 


let thy Wife cut her own Throat, for Fear ſhe 
ſhould chafe and ſcold, becauſe thou tookeſt the _ 
Knife from her? Doubtleſs to let them kill each 

or hard Uſage, is no leſs ſinful and hurtful Perfidi- 


to their hurting of each other's Bodics. And they 


chieyous | 
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chievous, that are ready to ſpy out the Faults each 
of other with an evil Eve, to make them worſe, 
and not better; that look out the Faults of each 
other, as Enemies do the weak Places of a City, 
to make them weaker; and as evil Surgeons handle 
a Sore, to make it ſorer. Wo unto ſuch Huſbands 
or Wives! ſorry Help is it that they afford to their 
Companions, and miſerable Helpers are they; and 
Gop ſhall one Day reckon with them for having 
done fo little Good, where He appointed them to 
do all Good. So much for the faithful Helpfulneſs 
of Men and Women to each other's Souls, in ſeek- 
ing to plant and water Virtues, and to pull up the 
Roots of Vices in each other's Minds. | 


Trey muſt farther practice the ſame Virtues 
toward the Bodies of each other, by ſhunning all 
Things that may cauſe Difeaſes or Sickneſs each 
to other, and by a ready under-going any Pain or 
Coſt (according to their Power) to procure Diet, 
Phyſick, Attendance, or other Neceſſaries, for the 

Keeping or Recovering of Health. Yea, they 
muſt comfort each other in the Days of Sorrow, 
that worldly Sorrow may not breed Death. The 
Wife muſt be Health to her Huſband in his Sick- 
neſs, and he to her. She muſt ſupport his Weak- 
neſs with her Strength, and he hers : They muſt 
moſt willingly devour all Pains, and undergo all 
Coſt that is this Way needful, for the Eaſe and 
Content each of other. To neglect one ſo man 
Ways endeared, as an Huſband or Wife, Par- 
taker of all Eſtates: This is a notorious hard- 
Heartedneſs, and ſhould cover their Faces with 
 Bluſhing that have ofFended in it. Sickneſs and 
Weakneſs are Things of themſelves ſufficiently 
tedious; there needeth not the Addition of the 
Huſband's or Wife's Unkindneſs, to make the 
Burthen heavier, This is to add Adverſity to 

- 5 1 Acdperſity, 
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Adverſity, and to lade one more, that is al- 
ready ſinking under his Load: A moſt barbarous 
and cruel Unkindnefs! When the Body fainteth, 


to make the Heart faint alſo; when the Lias 


and Joints are weak, to fill the Soul with Weak- 
neſs, by grieving at the Niggardize and Churliſh- 
neſs (grievous I hings being practiſed from one ſo 
near, and owing the quſte contrary); this is 
Murder in an high Degree. Wherefore let every 
TE Huſband or Wife avoid or mend this Fault, and 
look to their Demeanour towards their Yoke-fel - 
lows, eſpecially in Times of Weakneſs, Grief 
and Sickneſs, When the Wife is Great, and full 
of Anguiſh with the Labour of Breeding and Bear- 
1 ing; when ſhe is in Travail, or begins to recover 


the Strength, that Pains in Travail had dimi- 


nithed, then comfort her with loving Speeches ; 
then chear her with affable Countenances (that is 
a Time when Luſt ſhould be laid to Sleep, and 
pure Good-will be moſt wakeful and working), 
than ſee that ſhe want no looking to, no good 
Uſage that thou canſt help her to. This is to be 
helpful to her Body. So when thine Huſband is 


fick and feeble, v. hen he languiſheth upon his Bed 


his Eyes refuſe Sleep, when all Things are dif- 
taſteſul to him, then ſtay him with comfortable 

Speeches, then tevive him with diligent Attend-- 

ance; do all thou canſt, and ſpend all thou canſt 
to the recovering of his Strength, or eaſing of his 
Tor:ne:;t; let thy Love and ', be his Phyſick, 
and ty Self his Phyſician ; and let the Comfort of 
ting hoiptul Carriage, content his Soul ſo, that 
his Body may more eaſily be ſtrengthened: This 


bind 985 > thee. 


of Pain and Weakneſs, when his Bones ake, when 


1 0 1 Wife to thine Huſband's Body, 
and to cheriſh | aim in Sickneſs, as thy Promiſe 
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In the third Place, Man and Wife muſt be 


faithiully helpful to each other's Names, and that 
in Aa do uble 
betwint then Nele 


Reſpect : 


in maintaining 3 both 
and alſo amongſt others. 
Firſt then, every married Couple muſt uphold in 
thcir Hearts a good Opinion cach of other (ſo far 
The Huſband 
muſt think well of his Wile, ſhe of her Huſband. 
Yea, for a Man and Wife to have ſomewhat an 
over-2c0d Opinion each of other; for him to 


think her not only more Þcautiful, but alſo more 


10 ving, more dutiful, more ſub . more truſty, 


than perhaps ſhe is (making her Virtues carry a 
greater Shew to bis Exc, _ by locking upon them 
rough the Spectacles ef Love), and for her to 
account him not a! one ine proper and well-fa- 
vourcd, but alſo more king, m 1 > careful of her 

Good,” and more true io ek than it may be he 
is indeed (by interpreting Things with that Lai ge- 
neſs of good Interpretations, which much Love 
will put upon them) 1s a Thing C far from Blame, 


that it deſerveth rather Commendation. Certainly 


then, they ſhould be peremptory to give no Cre- 
dit to e unwarranted Surmiſes; they 


ſhould by no Means ſuiter their Hearts to grow 


riſtruſ ful of each other's Honeſty and Fidelity, 
the muſt never think that he doth affect other 
Women, unleſs the Matter be more than mani- 
feſt. She mult never imagine that he doth waſte 
or conſume their Gn, unleſs the Fault be pal- 
pably and notoriouſly plain. He mult never per- 
ſuade himſelf that ſhe 18 wanton, or given to 
Strangers; br that ſhe robs him, and purloins 
from him, unleſs he can make good theſe Mat- 
ters, with ſuch Clearnefs of Proof, as will not ad- 
mit of any reaſonable Defence. All Jealouſies, 
all raſh, haſty, light, ill-built Surmiſes, muſt be 
far irom the Society of Matrimony. For if once 
their 
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their Souls be infected with ſuch miſtaken Con- 
cCeits each of other, Love will go out at the ſame 
Door that Suſpicion comes in. He or ſhe that 
hath a jealous Head (an Head, I mean, apt to 
miſconceive and ſuſpect) never had, truly, a lo- 
ving Heart. Such might be luſtful, they might be 
fond; but an holy and virtuous, and ſpiritual Af- 
| fection, they never had, nor can poſſibly have, if 
they give Way to theſe evil Surmiſes. And there - 


fore, of all the domeſtic Make-bates that be, and 


of all thoſe Things which are apt to ſet Quarrels 
betwixt the married Couple, nothing in the World 
is more peſtilently effectual to theſe bad Effects, 
than Jealouſy. Having leavened the Heart, it 
makes the Speeches ſharp and tart, the Counte- 
nance ſower, and the whole Bchaviour, keen and 
untaſteful. No good Words, no good Looks, no 
good Geſtures, no good Actions can proceed out 
of a jealous Man or Woman's Heart. Jealouſy 
will make a Man ſuck miſchievous Things out of 
his own Fingers Ends, and take on as much, and 
vex himſelf, and blame his Yoke-fellow as much, 

where no Fault hath deſerved it, as if there were 
a Fault. This evil Weed muſt not be ſuffered to 
grow up in the Garden of Matrimony ; for if it 
do, no good Herb will proſper by it; it will over- 
Tun all that is commendable, and ſuffer no praiſe- 
worthy Thing to flouriſh, And therefore let all 
that have knit themſelves togethedwith this Cove- 
nant, loath and deteſt any Motio For Fancy that 
may ariſe within them of an nchaſtity, any 
Unfaithfulneſs, anyſevil Meaning of their Y oke- 
fellows; let their wei] bay)! riſe againſt theſe 
Motions, and let them diſdain to give the leaft 
Credit unto them, unleſs that the Proofs be more 
than manifeſt. Away with this make-bate Jea- 
louſy, this quarreller Suſpicion, this Breeder of 
Brawls, this Mother and Nurſe of Contention, 
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this ſecret Underminet of Love, of Thrift, of 


good Huſbandry and good Houſewifry, and all 


Things that ſhould be profitable to an Houſhold. 
Away with 1t (1 ſay) out of thine Heart, chaſe it 
far off ſrom thy Breaſt, from thine Houſe. It is 
better to receive ten . rongs without ſuſpecting, 
than to ſuſpect one without having received it. 
Aptneſs to ſuſpect another, grows from the evil 
Root of a bad Nature, whereby one is apt to of- 
fend himſelf. Whereſore, as thou wouldeſt ſtand 
for the good Name of thy Yoke-fellow, againſt 
the Tongue of a Slanderer, ſo ſtand for it a againſt 
the ſlandrous Dreams of thine own Heart, and 
take Heed of believing thine own Fancies, or 
others Reports, without moſt pregnant Proofs. 
And if any wicked Perſon, Maker of Diviſion be- 
twixt the Head and Body, will ſuffer his Lips to 
be ſo ill employed, as to become Satan's Bellows 
to blow theſe Coals betwixt you, by telling thee 
this and that; rebuke ſuch a Perſon, reject his 
Words with Deteftation, fly his Society as a Toad, 
and let not thine Ears and Heart be defiled, with Y 
giving gentle Audience to a Whiſperer and Tale- 


bearer. In one Word, wouldſt thou love, or be 


loved? Wouldſt thou live otherwiſe in Marriage, 


than as in a Priſon or a Dungeon? Wouldſt thou 
give or have any Quiet or Content? Strengthen. 
thine Heart in a firm and unalterable, and incon- 
querable good Conceit of thy Yoke-fellow, and 
rather be any thing than jealous. And thus muſt 


the Married preſerve their Credits; at 5 in che 


Breaſt of each other. 


Tubr muſt be tender allo of their _ Reputa- 
tions abroad, and beware of caſting Mire in the 
Faces each of other. This mutual ſaving the Cre- 
dits each of other, requireth two Things: Firſt, 
that they labour to Free the Weakneſſes _- 
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of other, from all others, ſo much as is poſſible- 
The Huſband muſt do his beſt Endeavour, that 


none may know of his Wife's Faults but Gop 
and himſelf; neither muſt he be willing to lay 


them open any where, but to the Kar of Heaven, 
where he may crave Pardon of them; and the 


Woman muſt do her beſt, to keep her Huſband's 
Evils from the Knowledge of all the World. AB 


blabbing, and loud acculing, muſt be far removed 
from them that have ſo ncar Intereſt each unto 
other. They muſt account their Credits, as well 
as their Bodies, to be in a Manner ail ene. The 


publiſhing of each others Sins and Imperſections, 


is a Sin; how much more to backbite one's own 


is a monitious Treachery, and a Thi ing than 


which nothing can worſe become them, zin the 
Judgment of the Wife, To backbite an Enemy 


Yoke- ſellow ? Whoſe Faults can one cover, if 
not his Wife's; that is to ſay, his own? Or who 

can be free from Reproach, if one ſo near him as 
his Wiſe, feek to deface his good Name ? It is 


almoſt impoſlible, but that a Man and Wife ſhall 


ſooner or later diicover their Weaknefles cach to. 


other; and for them to be playing the 'Tell-tales 
each againſt other, what Soul doth not loath to 


think of it? Unwiſe Man or Woman, will thy 


Huſband or Wife be the better for thy laviſh Re- 
porting of their Faults? Will thy tatling of 


their Vices mend them? If not, why doſt thou 


_ diſgrace thyſelf, in ſeeking to diigracè thy Yoke-. 


fellow: Why doſt thou publiſh thine own Un- 


truſtineſs, Uncharitableneſs, Indiſcretion, in pub- 


liſhing the Frailties of thine Huſband and Wife, 


and make all wiſe Men take thee for a paſſionate, 
open-mouthed Backbiter, by £ telling abroad, what 


thou findeſt amiſs at home! Wherefore, it any 
have given Leave to themſelves, to be ſo ſinfully 
5 kative heretofore, now let very Shame cauſe 

them 


. 
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them to lay their Hands upon their Mouths, that 


. they may not more and more incur the Name of 
| Fools, by making their 'Tongues to ſpread abroad 
i Folly. I deny not, but that the Regard of the 
5 Yoke-fellow's Soul, may make either of them 
: {:ck a Counſellor and Admoniſher for the other: 
1 But it is one Thing to acquaint with the Fault of 
1 | one's Huſband or Wite, ſome one Friend (and 
more than one in this Caſe would not eaſily be 
1 truſted), and that in ſecret; another Thing to 

throw it open before Company. Such a Friend 


will fo ſeek to heal the Soul, as that he may not 
wound the Credit; and will tender as well the 
Name, as the Conſcience of his Friend: But the 
greater Number ſeek only to deface the Credit, 
without regarding the Recovery of the Soul: So- 
the former Revealing cannot Hurt at all, the 
latter can do no Good at all. Wherefore to utter 
to one privately for his Soul's Health Sake, the 
Sin or Zins of the Yoke-fellow, may procced from. 
Love, becauſe it tendeth to Good; but to caſe 
one's Stomach againſt him or her, by pouring 
forth their Faults, is as Rottenneſs in the Bones. 
Know therefore, and practiſe this Duty, O Huſ- 
bands and Wives; ſpit not in each others Face, 
diſcloſe not each other's Faults, but conceal, hide, 
bury and cover them fo much, as Truth and. 
Equity will bear. os 
Ap beſides this, you Yoke-fſcllows muſt for 
each other's Credit and Comſort, keep the Secrets 
each of other faithfully. There may fall out an 
Occaſion for a Man to acquaint his Wife with 
ſome ſuch Thing, as it much concerneth him to 
have kept cloſe from others; and the Woman may 
likewiſe have Cauſe of thus opening herſelf to her 
Huſband, In ſuch Caſes, they muſt uſe all Se- 
crecy. But if in ſuch Caſes they prove unſeaſon- 
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ably open, and the Wife find, that her Huſband 
hath revealed that, which ſhe woutd have had re- 


ſerved to his own only Knowledge; or he find, 


that his Wife hath vented that to another, which. 
he deſired ſhould dwell with herſelf alone: This 
will breed betwixt them ſuch a Jars ſuch an 

Eſtrangement, ſuch a Diftruſt each of other, as it 
will not be an eaſy Labour to remove. For how 
ſhould that Perſon be truſted with any thing, who 
cannot keep Counſel? Wherefore, let Huſbands 
and WI he always mind this: If he lay up any 
thing in her Breaſt, let him find it ſafe there, as in 


| a Cheſt which cannot be opened with any Pick- 
Lock. If ſhe commit a Thing to his ſafe Keeping, 


let it be ſafe impriſoned in his Boſom; Abe wis 


no Man can chuſe but be ſtrange towards ſuch an 
one, whom Experience hath convinced of Blab- 
bing. And it is a moſt infallible Truth, that there 


is no comfortable Living in Marriage, where the 


Practice of Truſtineſs and Concealment is away. 
So vou have heard what Care the married People 
muſt have of each other's good Name. | 


TE laſt Part of Faithfulneſs to each other, is 


that which concerneth their Goods or Eſtates, 
wherein they are bound to be mutually helpful by 


all good Means. And to this Purpoſe it is requiſite, 
firſt, that they practiſe a Community in their E- 
ſtates: Next, that they practiſe good Huſbandry. 


For the firſt: Betwixt Man and Wife, all Things 
: ought to be common, Goods as well as Perſons ; 
for if they may not make a Diviſion in the greater, 
hall it not be a groſs Abſurdity to make it in the 
leſſer? They muſt have one Houſe, and one Purſe ; 
they are but one, and their Eſtate muſt be but one. 
I confeſs, that Gor hath made him the Head and 
chief Diſpoſer; but without all Queſtion, the that 
| hath a Part in himſelf, cannot want Right unto | 


that 


4 


of his publick and ſolemn Covenant, wherein he 
endowed her with all his worid'y Goods ? 


ſecondly play the good Huſband, and the good 


/ ðᷣͤ K Fw. 


ing, ſo much is wanting from the Perfection of it, 


and Proſperity. Firſt then, they muſt both employ 


Neither muſt he live like a Drone, and make - 


which themſelves and Families muſt. fare the better. 
He without Doors, ſhe within; he in ſuch Things 


gotten, they mult likewiſe thriftily fave from necd- 


Pick: purſes; they muſt baniſh theſe out of their. 
Houſes. He mult not laviſh it out abroad, neither 


— — — — — — 
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hat which is his for honeſt Purpoſes : How can 
any Man, with a good Conſcience, forget that Part 


AND having thus united their Eſtates, let them 


Houſewife therein. In Huſhand and Wife, the 
next Point to Godlinefs and Honeſty, is good Huſ- 
bandry and good Houſewifry; and this good Huſ- 
bandry ſtandeth in three Things: Labour, Thrift, 
Forecaſt, Painfulneſs in getting, Diſcretion in ſav- 
ing, Providence in fore-ſeeing; theſe three make 
up good Huſbandry; and if any of theſe be want- 


and ſo much ſhall be wanting from their Comfort 


themſelves in ſuch honeſt Courſes of getting and 
maintaining themſelves, as Gop ſhall call them to. 


Drudge of her; neither muſt ſhe give herfelf to - 
Eaſe, and cait all the Labour upon him, but both 
mult apply themſelves to their Vocations painfully, . 
and both be ready to diſpatch thoſe Buſineſſes, for 


as befit his Sex, the (in thoſe that become hers). 
muſt be content to unite their Pains for their Profit, 
and to undergo the Labour of getting their Living. 
in the Sweat of their Brows, and of eating the La- 
bour of their Hands; and what they have painfully 


leſs Expences. "They muſt not pinch from Mercy 
and Juſtice, but with-hold from Prodigality and 
Laviſhneſs. A ſweet Tooth, and a fine Back, are 


muſt ſhe lay it out at home; neither muſt they 
E 3 | both 
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both join in needleſs Expences, but rather in prac- 
tiſing thoſe Virtues, by which both ſhall find Com- 


fort in their Eſtates, and Praiſe with Gop. Thirdly, _ 


they muſt both be provident, laying their Heads 


together, to conſider what good Things are requi- 


ſite for their Eſtates, that they may procure them 
and what hurtful Things would come upon them, 
that they may prevent the ſame. Forecaſt is as 
good as Labour; and the Work of the Head, no 
leſs available than the Work of the Hands. Two 
Eyes ſee more than one, and two Hands diſpatch 
more Bulineſs than one; ſhe is his Helper, and he 
mult not refuſe her Help in this Caſe, for it ſeldom 
falleth out, but that a Man too reſerved from his 
Wife, doth plunge himſelf and her into divers un- 


neceſſary Croſſes. Thus doing, they ſhall procure 


Sufficiency to their Eſtates, and their Hands, by 
_ Gop's Bleſſing, ſhall find Abundance: But the idle 
Perſon walketh upon a Thorn-Hedge that will 
ſurely prick his Feet. The careleſs Perſon ſhall put 
his Foot into a Snare that will entangle him, and 
0p Himſelf will caſt upon them Vexation and 


Sorrow. But one Caution muſt be given in this 


Matter; namely, That they be both moderate in 
theſe their wordly Affairs; foy if they fall to cark- 


ing and pinching, and deſiring Riches, Heaven 
and Earth cannot keep a Family diſeaſed with this 
Dropſy, from many troubleſome and deadly Pangs. 
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CHAP, Vi. 
Shewing the Duties of the Married to. 


their Families. 


N D ſo much of thoſe Duties which Man and 
Wife joiatly owe to each other. There fol- 
low ſome that they muſt practiſe in regard of their 
Families. For a Man and a Woman that before 
were Members of another Family, therefore join 


together that they may become the Roots of a new 


Family, and begetting Children, and training them 


up, together with Servants, according to their 


Place, may provide Plants for the Church, Gop's 


own Vineyard. Wherefore they have not thorough- 


ly diſcharged their Duties, by the Performance of 


all theſe Things to each other, unleſs they careful- 


ly regard their Houſhold alſo. Herein indeed the 
Huſband muſt be acknowledged for the Head ; but 
the Wife is to take the next Place, and, as Fee 


dinate to her Huſband, muſt become an Helper and 
a Furtherer. The Things themſelves that I ſhall 


name belong to them, as Governors of an Houſe, 


in relation to Children and Servants; but the join- 
ing together thercin is that which muſt be preſſed as 
a Part of cheir Marriage-Duty. 


Now 1 their Family they muſt both mite : 


and govern, keep. and guide, Firſt, they muſt 
join 
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join in making Proviſion of all Neceſſaries for their 


Children and Servants. He is worſe than an Infi- 
del, faith the Apoſtle, that providcth not for his 


own, eſpecially for them of his Family, "They 
mult not carry themſelves in ſuch Sort, as Infidels 


would diſdain to do: But this Duty is co-incident 
with that I ſpake of before, Faithfulneſs in their Eſtates; 
for by joining their Hands and Heads in Labour, 
Thrift, and Providence, they ſhall cauſe that no 


good Thing be wanting to their Children or Ser- 
vants. And verily it is a great Commendation to- 


the Governors, when their Carefulneſs doth fave 


all about them from Want. Herein they imitate 
the living Gop, the Father of this great Family, 
the World, who fills every Creature with good 
Things fit for it. Wherefore let them practiſe thoſe 
Directions which were before ſet down, and ſo do 
two good Things at once, even profit themſelves... 


and all that pertain to them. 


Bur a Family myſt be governed as well as main- 
tained, and how ſhould it be governed but by 


them? Wherefore they mult alſo be good Rulers 


at home, and join in guiding their People under 


_Gop. The Man muſt be taken for Gop's imme- 
diate Officer in the Houſe, and as it were theKing 
in the Family; the Woman muſt account herſelf. 


his Deputy, an Officer ſubſtituted to him, not as 
equal, but as ſubordinate; and in this Order they 


muſt govern: He, by the Authority derived unto 
him from GoD immediately, ſhe, by NAY 
dcrived to her from her Huſband. 


Now PEE their CGoternment 3 to Matters 
of Gop, and Matters of the World. Their ſirſt 
Care mult be, that the living Gop be truly wor- 


ſhipped in their Houſes, and that the Knowledge 
and Fear of Hlim be planted in the Hearts of their 
Chi- 
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Children and Servants. To this End they muſt 
read the Scriptures, and call upon the Name of 
Gop amongſt them, and catechize them in the 
Principles of true Religion, that none under their 
Roof may be ignorant of the fundamental Truths 
of Godlineſs. To this End alſo they muſt look, 
that the Sabbath of the LoRD be ſanctified by their 
People, and muſt carefully and conſtantly bring 
them to the publick Attembiies, and examine them 
afterwards of their profiting thereby. So the main 
Care of all good and Chriſtian Governors ſhould 
be, that Religion may flouriſh in their Houſes, 
Why hath Go p given the Name of Churches to 


Chriſtian Families, but becauſe of thoſe holy Ser- 
vices done publickly in the Family! whereby they 


are all ſanctified, and become even Houſes of GOD 
to dwell in. If this Care be wanting, they ſhall 
alſo want GO D's Bleſſing on all other their Cares; 
yea, their Family ſhall be but a Nurſery for Hell, 

their Children and Servants remaining ſtill Chil- 
dren and Servants of the Devil, becauſe they ne- 
glect thoſe Means by which they ſhould be made 
the Children and Servants of Gop. Were it not. 
better, in regard of themſelves, to have kept no 
Family, than ſuch a Family, whereof the Mem- 
bers are brought up to nothing but Damnation? 
Wherefore nothing in Scripture is more evident] 
required than that Fathers bring up their Children 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the LoRD, and 
that they continually whet the Law of Gop upon 
them, and be talking of it to them, whilſt they ſit 


in their Houſes. And leſt we ſhould think that 


this Care appertained to the Parent alone, and not 
unto the Maſter alſo, Abrabam is commended, for 
that he would cornmand his Servants to fear the 
Lokp, that it might go well with him and them 
both. And Joſhua undertaketh for himſelf and 

| res = Family, 
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FPaäamlly, that they will ſerve Gop. And when Gon 


enjoineth the Maſter to look to his whole Family 
that they break not the Sabbath, muſt not the Ne- 
gative here, as well as in other Commandments, 
include the Affirmative? And how ſhall he look 
* that they ſanclify Gop's Sabbath, if he take no 


| Pains to bring them to the Knowledge of Gop. 


19 and of his Service? Wherefore let Man and Wife 
4 be principally helpful to each other in this Buſineſs. 
. When the Huſband is preſent, let him read and 
pray with his Family, and teach them the Fear of 


the LoRD. In his Abſence let the Wife do theſe Du- 


. tics, or at leaſt take Care to ſee them done; and 
13 let them both provide convenient Time and Lei— 
+ ſure for the fame, and each quicken the Slackneſs 
of other, if either begin to grow ſlack, Seeing 
they dcfire to be called Gop's Servants, let them 
deſerve that Name, and be careful to do Him Ser- 


the Homage due unto the chief Lord be neglected ! 
Why ſhould he be accounted worſe than an Infidel, 
who provideth not Food and Clothing for his Fa. 


Want of that which is Food and Clothing both 
__ graceful Name? Here therefore let Man and Wife 


be ever ready to ſtir up each other out of that Sloth 
and Negligence which will be ever ready to ſeize 


band would have Gop ſerved in the Family, and 
then the Wife hangs off, and counts it Loſs of 
Time. Sometimes again the Wife would fain 
have the Worſhip of Gop find Place under their 
Rook, and he, like a profane Beaſt, calls it Precits 

Neis; 


vice in their little Common- wealth. How can 
they look for proſperous Succeſs in any Thing, if 


mily; and he that lets their Souls go naked for 


unto them, I mean Inſtruction in the T hings that. 
pertain to Life and Godlineſs, deſerve a lels dif- 


upon them. But how ſeldom this is done, lament- 
able Experience can teach us. Sometimes the Huſ- Y 
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neſs, and will not have an Hour ſpent fo idly. 
„ | Sometimes both conſpire in Negligence and Omif- 
2 ion: But how ſeldom do their Deſires and Endea- 


its, | ours meet in this moſt needful Point? How ſel- 
W's 5 3 do they provoke and encourage cach other in 
| rofitable Works? 
0 
0D. | 5 
e New thercſore, I fay again, let all Huſbands 
and Wives that fear Gop be of one Mind in the 
cls. $ 2 4 | 7 2 , 
nj | ond, and let them not fail in uſing all good 
<= Jeans to plant and water PFicty in their People's 
vu. | learts, by eſtabliſting the Excrciſes of Religion 


FF. their Houſes: And thus for the Matters of Gop 
3 5 muſt they govern well. 


Cl : 

58 Now for the Matters of the W arld allo, they 
0 muſt overſee the Ways of their Families. Of this 
ne Overſight theſe are the Parts: Firſt, they muſt ap- 
W point their Inferiors ſuch Works and Services, as 
. are fit for them to do, and follow them, and look 
. after them, that they may perform it accord- 
Ie), ingly: For had not the Lokp ſeen, that Inferiors 
"Thi | would ſtand in need of ſuch following, He would 


never have made this Difference in the Family. If 
Servants and Children would of themſelves be pain- 
ful in their Buſineſs, what need the Maſter or Dame 


well, that th= beſt Servants in the World would 
nd Help this Way, ard therefore ordained Go- 
vernors in a Family, even two Governors; one 
chief, the other ſubordinate, that the Abſence of 
2 the might be ſupplied with .the Preſence of ano- 
ET 


*their Inferiors, and take notice what Diſorders are 
ready ſometimes to creep in ſecretly, ſometimes 


to do any Thing in the Houſe? But Gop ſaw 


bl; Woody, Tuner muſt mark the Carriage of 5 


violently to break! in; that ſueh Evils may be either 
pre- 


. ˙ ü . I In + ov 


19 
l 
} 
: 


Hom appearing in the Family; for if he do, and ſhe 
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prevented or reſiſted ſpeedily. Idleneſs, Tattling . 


Diſcord, and many more Imperfections, are apt to 
fteal upon the beſt Servants and Children in the 
World, which the LORD well knowing, made 


Rulers in the Houſe, to keep all in good Order. 


And if it ſeem unto us, as it is, a cumberſome 
Thing thus to rule and guide 5 Houſhold, we 
muſt remember, that Gop did not make Man to 
live at Eaſe, and take his Pleaſure, but to do Ser- 
vice. And though this Care be troubleſome, yet 
the Miſchiefs that will follow upon the Want of it, 


are much more troubleſome: For if the Eyes of the 
Maſter and Miſtreſs ſtand not open to ſee and op- 
poſe the Faults of thoſe that are under them, they 


will grow bold and licentious, and full of Wicked- 


neſs, be the Governors otherwiſe never ſo godly; 


but by their mutual Care, this Duty may be eaſy 


| to both, and much Peace follow i in the Houle. 


_ Laſtly, Tury muſt join 1 in Saen en- 


| couraging, reproving, and, if need be, correcting 
their Inferiors : Both muſt diſcountenance thoſe 
_ tnat carry themſelves ill, and both muſt commend 


them of good Behaviour, that ſo they may both 


maintain each other's Authority to the full. If one 


think fit, by ſome little Kindneſs, to encourage 


any in the Family, the other muſt not grudge; if 
the one will reprove, the other muſt not defend; 
if he will correct the Children, ſhe muſt not grow 
angry and fave them; neither muſt he ſave them 
out of her Hands, when ſhe ſeeth Cauſe to give 
_ Chaſtiſement. Suppoſe that either of them exceed 
this Way, correcting either without Cauſe, or 
above Meaſure, the other muſt not make a Bra 
of it before the Face of the Inferiors 3 butt 


muſt quietly debate the Matter cach with other f 
alone, and keep their Diſagreements in this Kind 


undo, 
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undo, or if ſhe chide, and he defend, (beſides the 


to Heart-burnings which will grow betwixt them- 
e ſelves) they ſhall alſo ſo leſſen each other's Power 
le in the Family, that both at laſt {hall grow into 
r. Contempt. They muſt therefore ſo join Hands in 
e | theſe Works, that their Diſſention may not blaſt 
'C BE the Fruit of all their Endeavours. It is harmful 
0 to nouriſh as it were a domeſtick Faction in this 
little Common-wealth. What one likes or diſlikes, 
et let the other (at leaft by Silence for the preſent) 
t ſeem alſo to like or diſlike, and let them never diſ- 
2 agree, in admoniſhing, or correcting, or commend- 
ing; fo ſhall their difereet Concord preſerve their 
* Authority among their People, encreaſe their Love 
= each to other, and procure Amendment in their In- 
fs feriors. And ſo much be ſpoken of the joint Du- 
6d ties of Huſband and Wife, both towards themſelves 
755 ' and toward their Families, both for Maintenance 
and for Government. We come now to ſpeak of 
” ſuch Duties as are peculiar to either of them, where- 
5 in we will firſt inform the Huſband, and afterwards 
3 the Wife. 85 


C H A P. VIII. 
of a Mart 5 aan bis Authority, 


T\HE Huſband's ſpecial Duties are referred to 

two Heads; he muſt govern his Wife, and 
lain her; and as our Lorp Jeſus is to his 

cn, ſo muſt he be to his Wife, an Head and 

Saviour. As for Government, two. Things alſo 

are required of him; one, that he keep his Autho- 
8 Tit 


n —— 
1 


rity; the other, that he uſe it. 


Nan could do it: 


with ſuch a Virago, that will be ovens OS 
overturn all; and againſt ſuch a froward and bo. 1 55 


ſuch Objector I anſwer, That moſt Men caffe f 
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Man is bound to maintain himſelf in that Place in 


which his Maker hath ſet him, and to hold faſt that. 
| Reverence and Precedency which both Gop and 


Nature have aligned him. Nature hath framed the 


Lineaments of his Body to Superiority, and ſet the 
Print of Government in his very Face, which is 


more ſtern, and leſs delicate than the Woman's; he 


mult not ſuffer this Order of Nature to be inverted. 


The Lord, in his Word, hath intitled him the 


Head; wherefore he mult not ſtand lower than the 
Shoulders; if he do, doubtleſs it makes a great De- 
formity in the Family. And without queſtion it is a 
Sin for a Man to come lower than God hath ſet him. 
It is not Humility, but Baſeneſs, to be ruled by her, 
whom he ſhould rule. No General would thank a 
Captain, for ſurrendering his Place to ſome com- 
mon Soldier, nor will Gop an Huſband, for ſuffer- 


ing his Wife to bear the Sway. It is diſhonourable 


to the Prince, if ſubordinate Officers yield the 
Honour of their Places to meaner Subjects; and 


the Contempt redounds upon Gop, which a Man 


is willing to take upon himſelf, by making his Wife 
his Maſter. God's Authority inveſted in his Per- 


ſon he muſt not permit to be troden down and de- 


| ſpiſed: For this St. Paul hath given us a Rule, ſay- 
ing, Let every Man abide in the Place wherein he ts 
called. It muſt be underſtood as well of the Place 
for Order and Government, as for Condition of 
Life. But here perhaps ſome weak- -ſpirited Man 
may ſay, The Thing you ſpeak is reaſonable, if a 
But Experience ſhews, it is 


ſooner ſaid than done; for himſelf, he 'hath 


ſpirited Dame who can preſerve his Authority 


Nane of loling their Authority, upon their Wives, 
When 


Firſt then, every 


5 
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1 1 when i in Truth it is wholly due unto themſelves ; 
at for it is not extorted from them by the Wife's Vio- 
ad Jence, but caſt away by their own Indiſerction. It 
he þ is not indeed in any Man's Power, to reſtrain a 
he k violent Woman from aflailing his Authority, but 
is it is from winning it. Whether ſhe ſhall break 
he forth into Contempt, he cannot chuſe; but whe- 
d. | ther he will proſtitute himſelf unto Contempt, that 
he | he may and muſt chuſe. Many a City is hercely 
he aſſaulted, and not taken. Many a Woman ſtrives 
e- to break tie Yoke, but is not able. So long as the 
5a | Huſband's Behaviour is ſuch, that the Wiſes 3 Soul 
m. | (after that ine hath event herſelf out of the 
er, Drunkenneſs of Paffion) is forced to blame her 
© a own Revclliouſnets, and in her Conſcience to ac- 
m- MK Knowledge him worthy the better Place: So long 
er- bath he duly preſersed his Authority againſt all her 
ble - rude and difloyal Reititance. Know ye therefore. 
he - a1! ye Hutbands, that the Way to maintain Autho- 
nd rity, is not to uſe Violence, but Skill. Not by 
[an main Force muſt an Huiband hold his own againſt 
fe his Witc's hr ag e but by a more mild, 
er- gentle, and wiſe Proceeding, We wiſh not any 
de- Man to uſe big Looks, great Words, and a fierce 
ay- ehaviour, but we adviſe you to a more eaſy and 
* | certain Courſe: Firſt, Let the Huſband endeavour 
ace to gain all commendable Virtues, and to exceed his 
Wife as much in Goodneſs as he doth in Place. 


Let his Wife ſee in him ſuch Humility, ſuch Godli- 


berly, religiouſly, in his Family, and give a good 
Example to all in the Houſhold; then wall the Wife 


lingly give him the better Place, when ſhe can- 


t but ſee him to be the better Perſon. No Inſe- 
rior can chuſe but in his Soul ſtoop to that Superior 
in whom Grace and Gop's Image doth appear ac- 


. neſs, Wiſdom, As may cauſe her Heart to confeſs, 
42 that there is in him ſomething that deſerveth to be 
wgdtooped to: Let him walk uprightly, chriſtianly, 


2 cording 
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cording to his Place. A virtuous Man ſhall be re- 


ſation for the beſt Preſerver of a Man's Authority 


counſelled to ſhun Evils that make every Man to 


ſeem vile in the 99885 of thoſe that ſee him fo dil- 
£ ordered. 


it, ſaying, Be not bitter to your Vives. Sharp, tart 
Carriage, conſiſting of reviling, ſtriking, and other 


and Wormwood to the Pallate. This Bitterneſs bp 
| ſhews Folly, and works Hatred, and therefore muſt © 
needs be a great Underminer of Authority. They "OS 
will hate whom they fear, ſaith one well of a Til 4 
rant. A tyrannical Huſband, as well as a y 


Such Demeanour bewrayeth great Impotene f F 


arded in the Conſcience of the worſt Woman, 


yea, in the Behaviour alſo of any that is not mon- 


ſtrous. It is no Burden to any to yield themſcives 


to ſuch a one as is apparently better than themſeives. 


It is true, that (in a mad Fit) the Wife of the beſt , 

Huſband may fling forth, and be undutiful; but 
when ſhe is returned to herſelf, ſhe ſhall condemn F 

herſelf, and juſtify him; and ſo, inſtead of loſing 


his Authority, he recovers his own with Advan- 


tage. Be you therefore all aflured, that you ſhall 


| * virtuous Carriage the beſt Preforvatives of E- 
ſeem. Take Pains then to make thyſelf good, and 


that is the moſt compendious Way to make ys 
reverenced. 


Bur as in general, we preſcribe a good Conver- 


in the Family, ſo eſpecially muſt all Huſbands be 
1 firſt of theſe f is eiten as the Apoſtle | 
Paul terms it, in giving all Huſbands Warning of 


furious Words and Geſtures, he fitly calleth Bitter- 
neſs, becauſe it is as offenſive to the Mind as Gall 


Affection, and Want of Wiſdom, whence will 
enſue Want of Reverence. 


1 
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-= + Secondly, He that would retain the Pre-eminence 

„ bf his Place, muſt avoid Unthriftineſs (another 

- | great Enemy to Reverence.) Drunkenneſs, Gam- 
s ing, ill Company, are the three Parts, as I may. 
b Call them, of Unthriftineſs; the firſt drowneth Wit, 

ſt the ſecond conſumeth Wealth, the third cats out 
t the Heart of all good Conditions: And he that hath 

n neither Wit in his Head, nor Money in his Purſe, 

g | nor good Qualities in his Perſon, how can he be: 
- but loathed and deſpiſed. Wherefore away with 

l KH Drinking, Gaming, and following ill Compa- 

— nions, if thou wouldſt not be caſt at once out of 

d the Hearts of all thy Family, and all thy Neigh- 

If bours, and of thy Wife allo, both for Love and 
| Reverence. 

„ MM Thirdly, LionrxEss muſt be avoided by Huſ- 
by. bands; fooliſh, childiſh, unſtay'd Tricks, that have 

De: no Impreſſion of Gravity or Diſcretion upon them, 
to but ſavour of a Kind of Boyiſhnefs. Such con- 
{- temptible Things muſt needs expoſe a Man to 


Contempt. If the Huſband put a Foo!'s Coat upon 
his Back, can he blame his Wife though the laugh 


: "WH at him? The bitter Man is like a frantick Head, | 
of very troubleſome; the unthriity Man as a ſcald 
rt Head, very fulſome; the light Man, the Jeſter, 
er like a giddy Head, very ridiculous. Such Men.“ 
r- will ſoon diſplace themſelves, tho' no Man ſtrive 


to undermine them. But let every godly Man caſt: 
e him all theſe baſe Evils, and ſtrive for Holi- 
neſs and Gravity of Converſation, that he may be. 
indeed a Governor, and that Eis Superiority (ſup- 
12 Bf ſuch Kane may ſtand upright and un- 


fa 
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and Rewards; of evil and diſobedient, by Repro W 
and Puniſhments. Theſe are the Parts of Goy 7” 
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CHAP. 1X. 


of the Parts and Ends of a Man's 


— 


UT Authority muſt be exerciſed as well as 
preſerved ; yea, verily it cannot be kept, un- 


leſs it be uſed, being like a Sword, that will ruſt 
if it lie ſtill in the Scabbard without uſing. Now 
that Men may underſtand how to uſe this precious 
Thing (for Authority is one of the richeſt Jewels 
in the World, it is a Model of Gop's Sovereign- 


ty, and the very Life and Soul of all Societies) it is 


neceſſary for us to direct them herein, by ſtanding 


upon three Points: Firſt, to ſhew the Parts of Au- 


thority; ſecondly, the "FP and thirdly, the Man- 
ner of uſing it. Of the Parts of Authority firſt. I 
mean by Authority, a Power of exerciſing Govern- 
ment over another; and this hath two Parts, to 
| 8 and to recompence, to direct and to requite. 
Direction conſiſts in the enjoining of lawful Things 


to be done, and in the forbidding of Things at 4 


leaſt indifferent. Recompence is alſo double, of, 


good and obedient Carriage, by Commendation N 


ment, I mean thoſe Things which a Govern 
Virtue of his Place both may and muſt take y | 


him to do, and which are ſo appropriated to 
Place of a Governor, that none other may adven- 
ture to 60 them all, unleſs he will exceed his V oca- 


tion, 
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tion, ſin againſt Gop, and wrong the Perſon over 
' whom he uſurpeth. Now, concerning all theſe, 
' commanding, forbidding, commending, reward- 
ing, reproving, it is of all Hands granted, that it 
is lawful for an Huſband to exerciſe them all upon _ 
his Wife ; yea, and for ſome Kind of Puniſhment 

allo, by withdrawing from her the plentiful De- 


WS. 5 IT”. ” -. ow 


monſtrations of Kindneſs, and Fruits of his Libe- p 


= © rality, and by abridging her of her Liberty, and the 
| Enjoyment of many Things delightful, an Huſ- 
band may inflict the tame. 


8 1 WI muſt next ſhew the End, whereto he muſt 
- direct all and each of theſe Parts; and that is the 
t Good of his Wife, the Increaſe of Virtue in her, 
"I and Reformation of Vice; the making her better, 
8 aand helping her to Comfort here, and Salvation 
|: hereafter. So all Governors have their Power from 


- Gon, rather for the Benefit of them whom they 
8 | govern, than for their own Eaſe, Pleaſure, Profit. 
1 In like Sort the Huſband hath this his domeſtical 
Sovereignty, that Gop, the Governor of all, ma 

— receive more Glory by the comfortable Fruit of his 


I own Ordinance to them that yield unto it. The 
- aiming at this End, would be as great a Furtherance 
3 as any could be, to the well-being of a Family, 


and would keep out almoſt all the Miſchiefs where- 
with now divers Houſholds are little leſs than rent 
in Pieces; for moſt Men never dream of this End, 
but ſerve themſelves wholly in governing, and re- 
2. gard not their Wives at all. Ihe not knowing why 
they govern, makes Huſbands govern amiſs, and 
become Burdens to thombdure and their Wives: 
that ſhoots at a wrong Mark, cannot but ſhoot 
ry; and he muſt needs take a wrong Way, that 
miſtakes the Town to which he ſhould travel. 


himſelf, faying, Why am I the Chief in this held? 
3 101d? 


Wherefore an Huſband ſhould often demand of of 


2 Haie, in the Huſband's on Government, 


Man to intend his Wiſc's Good, unless he tea 
it alfo, is not much to his Comn'-:dation. N 
the only Way of attaining the End of any Buſineſy 
is to do it in a right Manner. V/ herefore we wit 
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hold? and why lieth the Government on my Shoul- 
ders? Is it that I ſhould live at more Eaſe than any 
in the Family? that I ſhould fulfill mine own 
Wiſhes, and have what I would; and that every 
one ſhould care for me, and I * none? No; for 
the Head in the Body was not created for its 6wn 
Sake; and I would count him an evil Magiſtrate 


and Miniſter, that ſhould bewray ſuch a Conceit 


in his Place. But here I am the Chief, that all 


may fare the better for me; that by my uſing 


more Wiſdom, and taking more Pains, and ſhew- 


ing more Virtues than any of the Family, all the 


Family may live more orderly and comfortably 


(and eſpecially my Wife) may enjoy more Quiet, 


and g<t more Grace than could be attained, if I 


were away. The Fruit of my ruling my Wife, 
muſt be her Comfort and Happineſs; neither mult. 
I account any Happineſs to myſelf, wherein ſhe. 
hath not her Portion; ſo by often informing him 


ſelf to what Purpoſe he ruleth, he thall cxccedingly. 


| : help himſelf to rule well. 


BBE 6E SEE 
CHA P. * 


UT to > af the Mark, 15 not much 
Praiſe-worthy, unlcfs a Man hit it; fo for ß 


direct Huſbands how they ſhall rule, ſo as to weaken 
| every 
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every Corruption, and ſtrengthen every Virtue in 
their Wives, and to make their Lives ten times 
more holy and happy than elſe they could be, and 
to give them juſt Cauſe (which is the moſt defirable 
'Thing that can be in Government) of hearty prat- 
{ing the Name of Gop for their meeting together 
in Marriage. At leaſt, if the Huſband follow theſe 
Directions, he ſhall be blameleſs in miſſing his End, 
| becauſe he doth not miſs it through his own De- 
fault, but by Means of ſomething that lies not in 
bis Power to prevent. To the Point, then: A 
Man in governing his Wife, mult govern himſelf, 
according to the Rules of the three principal Vir- 
tues which are of moſt Uſe, as in all Places of Go- 
vernment; ſo likewiſe in this domeſtick Kingdom: 
for ſo it is, and ſo it may moſt properly be called. 
Theſe Virtues are Juſtice, Wiſdom, Mildneſs ; 
with the Practice of which, he muſt temper the 
| Exerciſe of his Authority, and then ſhall he bring 
„ Glory to Gop, and Good to his Wife and to him- 
ſelf in governing. Juſtice. is the Life and Soul of 
Government, without which, it is no better than 
a dead Carcaſe. Wiſdom is the Eye of Govern- 
ment, without which, it is like a ſtrong Soldier, 
ſtark blind. Mildneſs is the Health and good Con- 
4 ſtitution of Government, without which, it is like 
a big Body full of Diſeaſes; unjuſt Government is 
48 Tyranny; unwiſe Government is Folly;. unmild 
„ Government is Cruelty; but juſt, wiſe, and mild 
Government, is Government indeed, cauſing the 
” Huſband to be, as it were, God in the Family, 
A Reſemblance of the Sovereignty, and Goodneſs 
Him that inſtituted Matrimony. Let us begin 
Men Juſtice, the Soul of Government; the Ab- 
De whereof doth make it degenerate into odious 
Tyranny, EL, : 


v.04 


M2 my 


bought 


he mult not forbid; what Gor: forbid. 


take upon him above the Sovereign. ; 
band, therefore, forget, that the LoxD in Heaven, 


equally to be ſubject to theſe; and therefore 
him never fet his private Authority, againſt t 


of Duty to himſelf. It is a Tyranny and Uſurpa- 
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By Juſtice, I mean that which is commonly 
called diſtributive Juſtice, which conſiſts in fitting 
the Uſage of Perſons under Authority, both to the 
Superiors Limits, and to the Inferio;s Deſervings. 


- This mult be practiſed both in Directing and Re- 


compencing: 


For the firſt, he nit Jen arn fo to 
command, not as the Chief and abſolute Cm 
mander, but as one who himſelf ſtands under a ſu— 


perior Power, to which he doth more owe Subjece- 


tion, than his Wife to him. Wherefore he muſt 


in no Sort abuſe his Authority, to force his Wife 


to Things that are ſinful, What Gop commaniicth, 
eth, he muſt 
not command. What the Wife cannot either per- 


form, or omit, without finning againſt Gop and 


her own Soul (becaule either the LORD Himſelf, 
or ſome ſuperior Powers, have interpoſed their Au- 
thority), that it is extreme In uſtice for the Huſband 


to require or to prohibit. This is to thruſt her into 


the Fire of Hell, 
which, if ſhe de not drawn by a ſtrong Hand, ſhe 


ſo much as in him lieth; out of 


muſt be damned for yielding, he for enjoining. 


| Wherefore in ſuch abſurd and ſinful Commands, 


he ſhall violate the Laws of Wiſdom and Juſtice 
both at once, and ſhew himſelf in the fame Action 
both a Fool towards her, and a Rebel againſt Gop. 


For it is the higheſt Degree, both of Unrighteouſ- 


neſs and of F olly, for the ſubordinate (Lovernor to Þ 
Let no Huſ- 3 


and the publick Magiſtrate on Earth,” are above 
both him and his Wife, and that. they both ought 


Authorities. that are {tronger than his, nor mak 
Wife undutiful to either of theſe, by a falſe Claim 


tion. for any Governor to be ignorant of, or to 
tranſgteſs 
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ä tranſgreſs the Bounds of his own Place: for a Man 


to command his Wife to lie for his Advantage; to 
break the Sabbath for his Gain; to participate in 
his Fraud, or-the like; nothing 1s more abhorrent 


from Equity. Where Princes have commanded. 


their Subjects to worſhip Images, or commit other 


Iniquities, they have brought upon themſelves the 


odious Name of Tyrants; and the not yielding 
to their ſinful Commandments, have been an high 
Praiſe unto their Subjects. Doubtleſs the Huſband 
may, with leſs Shew of Reaſon, challenge Power 
to appoint ſuch Things; and ſo to forbid his Wife 
to pray unto (50D, to come to the Word and Sa- 


craments, to ſhew Mercy to the Diſtreſſed with - 
' Diſcretion : This is againſt Right in the higheſt 


Degree. When Darius commanded, that no Man 


| ſhould invocate the Name of Gop for thirty Days, 


the Prophet Daniel would not condeſcend to ſuch a 


Command; why then ſhould a Wife hearken to 


her Huſband in the like Caſe, to the apparent tranſ- 
grefling of her Maker's Law? Nay, why ſhould 
any Man be ſo exorbitant in his Ruling, as to call 
for Obedience in ſuch Things? See then (all ye 


 Hufbands) that your Words to your Wives old 


Agreement with the Laws of Go, elſe you govern 
not, but tyrannize; and to diſobey you, is the beſt 


Obedience; or rather to withdraw one's ſelf from 


following your ill- ordered Directions, is not to deny 
Subjection to your Place, Power and Perſons, but 
to your Sins, Luſts and Corruptions, yea, to the 


Devil himſelf who rules in you, and abuſeth your 


Tongues as his Inſtruments in ſuch a Caſe, If 


Alan. were guilty for hearkening to the Voice of 
Wife, contrary to Gop's Voice, doubtleſs ſhe 
"Mould have been puniſhed alfo, for. hearkening to 


oice againft Gop's. 
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Bur this Rule of Juſtice muſt be extended yet à 
little further; not alone in Things that are unlaw- 
ful, but alſo in Things that to the Wife's erring 
Conde ence ſeem unlawful, mult the Huſband for- 
bear the urging his Authority. What ſhe doth ac- 
count a Sin, that the Huſband ought not to force 
her to. The Conſcience is Gop's immediate Offi- 
cer, and commanding by Virtue of its Commiſſion 


(the Will of Gop revealed in Scriptures) though it 


err in Conſtruction of that Commiſſion, muſt yet 
be obeyed, and ever-weigh the Authority of all 
other Commanders, till with due Reaſons, mani- 
feſting ſuch Miltaking, it be better informed, and 
duly ſatisfied. For whoſoever accuſtometh to go 


againſt Conſcience in Things, that though they de ; 


not, yet are judged to be Sins, will at length fo 
blot out all Conſcience, as to go againſt it in Things 
that are really Faults. Who ſo will make bold with 


an erroneous Conſcience, ſhall procure to himſelf _ 


either a dead and ſeared, or elſe a perplexed Con- 


| ſcience. So a Man in offering Violence to his 


Wife's Conſcience, ſhail quickly drive her either to 
utter Careleſsneſs, or utter Uncomfortableneſs; for 


in croſſing the Sentence of her own Soul, either ſhe | 


| ſhall put it quite to Silence, or make it ſo terribly 
_ Clamorous, that the Noiſe of Terrors ſhall be al- 


ways found in her Ears, and her Life ſhall be unto 


her as tedious, as if ſhe were ever upon the Rack, 


through the herce and inward Accuſations of Wed 4 
own Accuſer and Judge. Wherefore, in Caſes of ³ 
this Nature, when a Woman, through Weakneſs "i 


of Judgment, reputeth a Thing indifferent to be 


 finful, the Huſband muſt not, by V chemeng de 
compel his Wife's Practice againſt her Conſcien@y. 
but with Pity and Gentlencs ſeck to free her M 
from the Entanglement of ſuch Error, by beffer 


Information; ſtill remembering, that Conſcience is 
the e ſupreme Commander of Man, next under Gop, 
and 
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sud hath the moſt ſovereign Authority over Mens 
Actions. The Truth is yet, that if ſhe pretend 
Conſcience, when it is but Wilfulnefs, he muſt a 
While wait for the Healing of this Stiffneſs : but if 


fair Perſuaſions will not reclaim her, he muſt at 


Length uſe the Authority beſtowed upon him by 
Gop, and expreſly enjoin her to change her Obſti- 
nacy into Subjection. You will, perhaps, demand, 


how a Man ſhall know, whether his Wife be wil 


ful or ſcrupulous? I anſwer, theſe two may eaſily 
be diſtinguiſhed : For firſt, Scruple of Conſcience 
18 grounded upon the Word of Gop, and taketh 

Occaſion of doubting from ſome Text of Scripture, 
that carrieth at leaſt an Appearance of condemning 
that, whereof it makes Queſtion, But Obſtinacy 


is ever up with Conſcience. Conſcience, when yet 


it is backed with no Part of Gop's Word, that 
can in any Probability be thought to induce to a 
Fear of doing or omitting, what it refuſeth to do 
or omit, Where wilful . without Conſcience, 
hinders yielding, no Heed muſt be taken to it: 


When an erroneous Conſcience hindereth, it muſt _ 


be tenderly handled. Therefore if a Woman can 
produce ſome W ord of Gon (that maketh her 
doubt of the Lawfulneſs of a Thing) though it be 
perhaps mifinterpreted by her, ſhe mult be reſolved, 
not compelled : but if ſhe ſtand upon Terms of 


Conſcience, without Gop's Word, ſhe may be 


compelled, becauſe there 1s no other Way of reſol- 
ving her; for not every Scruple of Heart doth make 
2 Thing fin to a Man in whom it is, but that alone 
which is grounded upon Scriptures ;z in which Caſe, 


#Authority ; and fo to inforce a Woman againſt it, 

were to force her to ſin. Again, it may be thought 
the miſtaking of Conſcience, when Things indif- 
ferent are deemed either ſinful or needful; and in 


ſuch Things, it is a Point of Juſtice to tender a 


weak 
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weak Conſcience: Put if one will ſeem to make 


a Conſcience of doing that (and ſo refuſe to do it) 


which Gop hath commanded plainly ; this is ſure 
WWiltulncſs in Error, not Infirmit/ of Conſcience; 


and thercfore here the Wife is not to be borne with, 


but after good Means uſed to diſcover her Error, 


if ſhe perſiſt in Wilfuincts,, he may juſtly be fo 


much the more urgent, by how much {he is more 
backward. But be not fo unrightcous towards thy 
Wife, as to urge her either to diſplcaſe Gop or 


her Conſcicnce in a Thing indifterent, leaning on 
the Word of Gop: For none is Lord of Conſci- 
. ence, but only GoD, the Lord of Heaven and 


Earth. And thus much for Juſtice in the Matter 
of Directing, 


Ie muß be exerciſed alſo in requiting either the 
bad or good Carriage of the Wife. Bad Behaviour 


may be requited with Reproofs and Corrections (as 
we ſaid above) only ſo, that Juſtice be obſerved 
herein. And to this End two Rules muſt be given, 
one in Regard of the Thing for which, b in 
Regard of the Meaſure wherein one reproveth or 


correcteth: Firſt, No Reproof or Correction mult 


be given without a Fa 2uit; where no vin hath gone 
before to deſerve ſuch Hardneſs, it cannot without 


much Injuitice be practiſed againſt her. No good 


_ Chirurgeon wil lay a Plaiſter upon a ſound Place, 
that were alway's a necdleſs Labour, moſt Times 
dangerous, for ſome Medicines will make the found 
Fleih fore; fo neicher muſt an Huſband find Fault, 
where no Fault ie, tor Fear of making a y ault whos 
None (lie . 21449 De. a 


Hy en. Wag ao obſerve, that a Fault reform 


ed muſt go in the Account of no Fault; and there- 

tore a Woman muſk never be upbraided with it: 

For an updiaiding is a Reproof, and a din amend- 
N £9, 
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ed, is after a Sort annihilated. Indeed former Faults 
ay juſtly be alledged, to aggravate the fame Ot- 
fence reiterated : But if the Wife do not repeat her 
Sin in Committing, the Hutband ſhail deal exceed- 
ing unjuitly, if he repeat it in Reproving, Mhere— 
fore chafe not againſt thy Wife for no Vault, re- 
prove not her when ſhe diſhonours not Gp, net- 
ther let Paſſion ever make thee repeat thoſe Things 
which ſhe hath reformed ; ſo ſhall thy Ways be 
conformable to Juſtice in this Point, of Reproving 
or Puniſhing, as to the Cauſe of Doing. But the 
Micafure of Doing is in every Thing almoſt of as 
needful Obſervation as the Cauſe; for Juſtice is to 
proportion the Reproof or Punithment to the Fault. 


But to come a little nearer to this Point: The 


Huſband muſt know, that for puniſhing his Wife, 
he muſt come exceeding ſlowly to it, and be very 
ſeldom in it, never proceeding unto it 'till com- 
pelled, becauſe other Means have been ſruſtrated. 
For a Man to eſtrange his Countenance and Beha- 
viour towards his Wife, to withdraw the Feſtimo- 
nies of his Love, to ceaſe to truſt her, or to ſpeak 
familiarity and ng to her; theſe are ſuch 
Things as deſerve the Name of Chaſtiſements. 
The Wife that hath 37 forgotten all good Affecti- 
on to her Huſband, cannot but ſmart and bleed un- 


der theſe Stripes (2s I may call them). They are 


therefore to be of rare Uſe, and not applied at all, 
"till the Grofineſs of much Miſdemeanour ſhall 


compel. For all Things of this Kind, whether 


Reproofs or Chaſtiſements, they muſt fil be more 
cr lefs ſharp, as the Fault is greater or leſter, being 


KReprover, but to the Sin or Offence of the Re- 
| ares. 


AxoruhER part of Juſtice, in Recompencing, 
is, that the good Deeds go not unrecompenced ; 
| 1 | Re- 


ſuitable not to the Paſſion, or Loſs, or Hurt of the 
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Rewards and Commendations muſt be given, to 
increaſe the good Things that are in the Wife, as 


well as Reproofs to diminiſh the Evil. Salomon ſaith, 


that the Huſband of the good Wife {hall praiſe her: 


And again he ſaith, Give her of the Labour of her 
Hands, A Man muſt give his Wife to underſtand, 
by Words of comfortable Approbation, what Con- 
tent he takes in her good and dutiful Behaviour, 


He muſt animate and incourage her to a Perpetuity 
of pleaſing and loyal Carriage, by ſome ſpecial 
Ccourteſies, in which ſhe wil! mot deligbt: For the 


chearful Countenance, Amiablencts, Affableneſs . 


and L.iberality of the Huſband, is to the good Wife 
a Cauſe of as great Content as any Thing in the 
World, next to the Favour of Gon. Whereſore 
if ever thou wilt live happily in Matrimony, feed 
_ Virtue, nouriſh Obedience, confirm all good Qua- 
lities, water and refreſu the tender Buds of Thrift, 


Dutiſulneſs, and other Graces which begin to ap- 


pear. Let thy Wife ſee, that thou doſt much more 
willingly look upon the beſt Things, and more of- 


ten remember them, and that thou hadſt much ra- 


ther be telling of her Good, than of her Evil, and 


making much of her than reprehending : For doubt- 


Teſs When all is done, Experience ſhall prove, tha 


the ſweet Herbs grow faireſt and ſafeſt in the Sun- 


ſhine; and many a Wife had been very good, if the 
_ Huſband could have ſeen and foſter ed a little Good- 
| neſs at the hrit, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XI. 
Of WISDOM. 
HE next Vinue of the Huſband is Wisdom, 


the Eye of Government, which muſt help 
Juſtice in her Place: For Virtues are knit 
together i in a near Band, one will draw on another, 
This Wiſdom is the Stern of Authority, which 
muſt guide it in an even and ſteady Courſe, that it 
neither daſh upon flaviſh Fear, as a Rock on the 
Left Hand, nor upon Contempt, as a dangerous 


Quickſand on the Right Hand. The principal Uſe | 


of Wiſdom is to behave one's ſelf ſo uprightly, that 
Love and Reverence may not interfere, and the 
one cut and deſtroy the other. It is hard, of an In- 
ferior fo familiar, to be loved and not {lightly ſet 
by, if one's Carriage be kind and familiar; harder, 
if one's Behaviour be more reſerved, to be reveren- 


ced, and not ſlaviſhly feared. Prudence therefore 
muſt manage all Things ſo, that it may keep theſe 


two Affections in their due Temper, free from 
Exceſs, and free from Defect, that a Man may do 
Good according to the Dignity of his Place: For 


Affections will eaſily fall foul cach upon other, and 


wound one the other, to the Overthrow of both. 
Love will turn Fear into a ſlender Reſpect, Fear 


will turn Love into Hatred and Deſpight: But Dif- 
cretion mult ſo ſerve the Turn of both in due Time 


and Seaſon, that both may be preſerved in their due 
Meaſure. More particularly, Wiſdom muſt give 
Rules for the right ordering of Authority, in gene- 
ral firſt, and then of each Part of it. 


= a FIRST 
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FiasT then in general, it is a main Part of Wif- 


dom in an Huſband, to conform the Uſe of his Au- 


thority to the Diſpe {ition of his Wife, to which 


Purpoſe he muſt labour much to become throughly 
acquainted with the Temper of his Wife's Mind. 


There is great Difference of Womens Natures, 
Some are more ſtiff, ſome more pliant, ſome will 


be more eaſily ruled, ſome with more Difficulty, 


ſome require more Sharpneſs, others will be better 


wrought upon with Gentleneſs; and the Maſter- 


Piece of Wiſdom is, to frame all Commandments, 


| Reproots, Rewards fitly to the Conditions of the 
Party. Some will be ſooner perſuaded than com- 
: om and ſome contrarily ; which Diverlity of 


iſpoſitions if a Man mark not, he ſhall create to 


_ himſelf and to his Wife a great deal of unneceſſary 
Labour. A ſoft, tender, and gentle Woman mult 
be dealt with more tenderly ; a rough high-ſpirited 
Woman with more Sternneſs and Severity, whether 
a Man command or reprove, or whatſocver elſe he 
doth or ſpeaketh. And in this Caſe an Huſband 
mult not follow his own inclination, but bow him- _ 
ſelf to the Temper of his Wife. Phyſicians give 
not the ſame Phyſick to all Bodies, and preſcribe 
not ſuch Drugs as they have neareſt Hand, but as 
are beſt befitting the Patient's Body. Thoſe alſs 
that deal in Metals, give not the ſame Heat to eve- 
ry Metal; Lead will be ſooner and with more Eaſe 
Aeg Iron muſt have more Coals and more 
. Blowing. The Huſband muſt diligently obſerve by | 
his Wife's Actions, whether ſhe be Lead or Iron. 
A Governor ſhould know the Conſtitution of thoſe = 
that are under his Government, and behave himſelf 
towards them differently, according as they differ. 
As they are more given to grieve or chafe, to be 
dejected or to be careleſs, ſo muſt a Man meaſure 
out his Actions, and the Manner of them, that he 
may moſt heal 1 leaſt l thoſe Paſſions 


Where- 
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wherewith the Woman is moſt apt to be overcome. 


Neither will this prove impoſſible to attain, conſi- 


dering the continual Occaſion of converſing toge- 


ther will afford Means of informing a Man's felf 


in this Point, if he take but any reaſonable Heed 
thereof, and pray the Lord of Heaven to furniſh 


him with Diſcretion. St. Peter points all Men to 
this Part of Diſcretion, when he faith, Woman is 


the weaker Veſſel; meaning, ſubject to more na- 


tural Imperfections than the "Man; and the Propor- 
tion of that Precept holds alſo in regard of the Dif- 


ference of the Natures of Women amoneſt them 


ſelves, ſome being weaker than ſome. Wherefore 


in this Matter muſt the Huſband ſhew himſelf a 
Man of Know.edge in dwelling with his Wite. 


"Tie Example of our 1 Chriſt's Govern- 


ment may become our Precedent: For He doth 


well conſider, as the Nature of all the Members 


of his Myſtical Body (for they be all but Duſt, and 
full of Frailties) fo the particular Nature of each 
of them; by which it comes to paſs, that ſome 
are fuller of Infirmities than others. Chriſt's Wiſ- 
dom therefore ſhews itſelf in mixing a fit Cup of 


Conſolation or Affliction for every Soul: Every 


Huſband muſt carefully imitate his Example; for if 


ſome Women ſhould be feproved ſo often and 


ſharply as others, they would be quite diſheartned; 


and ſome, if they fhould receive fo great Kindneſs 


and Commendations as others, would be quite 


ſwoln up with Pride. Now the Art of Govern- 
ment muſt moderate all Things according to the 


Nature of the Governed : And this is it that ma- 
keth it ſo hard to govern well: But, as I faid be- 
fore, the LoRD, the Giver of Wiſdom, will not 

deny it to them that crave this Giſt at his Hands, 


Wherefore all ye Huſbands know for a Certainty, 


that it ſullceth you not to be Juſt, unleſs you alſo 


be 


1 
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be diſcreet. Thy Commandments may perhaps be 


not unlawful in themſelves, but unfit for thy Wife; 


and then, though thou maycſt not be charged with 
Unrighteoufneſs, yet thou canſt not eſcape the Im- 
putation of Folly. Some Man thinks, that his 
Wife ſhould do, and take all, as he ſees ſuch and 
ſuch a Man's Wife, and accordingly he carries him- 
{elf towards her, and looks to find at her Hands, 
not conſidering that one Laſt will not ſerve every 
Shoe. And in this Caſe, while moſt Men will 
do as their Neighbours do, and look that their 


Wives ſhould do as their Neighbours Wives, they | 
fill their Houſes full of Contention ; yea, many 


whilſt they follow their own Paſſions, utterly over- 
throw the Peace of their Families, becauſe they will 


not do and ſpeak what is fitteſt for their Wives, 
but what holdeth moſt Agreement to their own _ 


Humours. Now be advertiſed (for the helping of 
many Evils) that you muſt live with your Wives, 
not alone as Men of Righteouſneſs, but as Men of 
Knowledge alſo. And this is one Rule of Pru- 
dence in general, to know and obſerve the Wife's 
Diſpoſition. Another is to chuſe ht Circumſtances 
for Commandments, Reproofs, Rewards, and all 
the Acts of Power or Authority, viz. firſt, a fit 
Time, then a fit Place; for theſe are the moſt not- 

able Circumſtances of all Actions, and ſuch as re- 
quire our moſt heedful Obſervation. For Time; 
there is firſt Time for reproving, commanding, 
commending, and all other Actions: And again, 
a Time which is very unſeaſonable for ſome, or for 


any of them: and to ſet down particular Directions 


for that which admits of almoſt infinite Variety, is 


a Taſk altogether impoſſible. Wherefore in groſs, 


two Rules muſt here be ſtood upon, which will 
eaſily keep out all notorious Inconveniences in re- 
gard of Time. The Rules, I confeſs, had moſt 
need be obſerved in Matter of Reproving, that be- 
; nm 
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ing a Thing wherein moſt Warineſs had need to be 


ated, becauſe it is moſt apt to be taken in ill Part; 
and becauſe, as it is molt needful, and if it ſpeed 
well docs very much Good; ſo a little Thing wil 
hinder the Fruit of it, and make it prove very 
dangerous. Wherefore in adminiſtering it, moſt 
Diſcretion had ne ed to be uicd, that it Poiſon not 
inſtead of Healing. But yet in all the other Parts 


of Governing, the ſame Rules are ſo univerſally ne- 


ceſlary, that much Miſchief will grow in a Family 
jor want of obſerving them. A Commandinent 
untimely given, May « do as much Hurt as a Blow ; 


and an unſcaſonable Precept may prove as perni— 


cious as an unieatonable Reproof. But let us ſhew | 


what Times Prudence mult chuſe for the doing of 
any Act of Government. Now as in this Caſe 


chars are two Perſons to whom this Authority per- 


taineth, namely, the Perſon that exerciſeth it, and 
the Perſon towards whom it 1s exerciſed; fo a 
Time of Reproving or Commanding mult be choſen 


agreeable to the Diſpoſition of both, and it muſt be 
then uſed, when he is fit to uſe it wall. and ſhe to 


take it well. Firſt then, when a Man's ſelf is quict, 
in tune, free from Perturbation; then may he 


wiſely command, reprove, or do any other like 
hing, as Occaſion thall offer, that being a Scaſon 
when in all Likelihood he ſhall do it well. But 


when Anger boileth within, then is he to take due 
Pains to bring himſelf into due Temper again; and 
till that be done, to forbear the exerciſin g of any 


Part of his Authority, unleſs he will diſgrace him- 


ſelf through that Faultineſs which cannot but flow 


: from ſuch Paſſions. Wherefore if thou art an Huſ- 
band, take this Advice; Authority cannot be well 
managed but by the Hand of Wiſdom, therefore un- 


dertake not to exerciſe it when Wiſdom is baniſh- 


ed: ; Go not about ſuch a Work but when thy Heart, 


1 
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is quict, thy Judgment clear, thy Mind ſettled, 
and when thou art thyſelf; then ſhew thy Wife her 
Duty, then ſay what thou wouldit have, then tell 
her of her Faults, elſe never ſhalt thou make her 
fee her Duty, or mend her Faults. In a Word, 

never go about to judge of Colours, when a Mote 
is in thy Eye. And thus muſt a good Huſband 
keep Time in regard of himſelf. 


He muſt likewiſe obſerve due Seaſons in regard 
of his Wite, thoſe, namely, wherein ſhe is capable 
of receiving Information or Reproof. If ſhe be not 
fit to hear, as well as himſelf to utter wholſome 
_ Words, the Labour of uttering them muſt be loſt. 
When ſhe is quiet, chearful, well pleaſed, free 
from exceſhve Grief, Anger, Pain, Sickneſs (which 
diſpoſe the Soul to Paſſion) or other like Vexa- 
tions, then is a due Time of telling her of a Fault, 

of withing her to do or forbear what a Man would 
| have done or forborn, elſe her Paſſions will make 
her as unable to take any Thing well as his will 
make him unable to do it well. Let the Mind be 
calm, the Judgment clear, the Soul quict, and then 
caſt in good Words, as good Seed into the Ground, 
that is plowed and manured, and well fitted for the 


Seed. 


And he that cannot moderate himſelf in 


this Way towards his Wife, ſhall often make three 
or four Faults in ſpeaking of one; and make a 
Breach by giving that Commandment which at an- 


other Time would be quietly check 5 


.  Anoviich Circumſtance of Moment i is that of 
| Place, about which Wiſdom would that theſe Rules 

be obſerved. Firſt, That what Parts of Govern- 
ment carry with them any Difficulty and Diſtaſte 
be exerciſed in private betwixt them two, viz. Re- 
proving. and Commanding of Things that in all. 


Like- 
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Likelihood may be againſt the Mind of the Wife: i 
But, ſecondly, what Parts are pleaſing to her, or | 'f 
no Way contrary to the good-liking of Nature, as F 
the giving of Commendations, Rewards, or eaſy 1 
Commandments, be done alſo, as Occaſion ſerveth, 7 
before others. For hard Commandments and Re- q 
prehenſions, the ſcereteſt Place is the moſt conve- 
nient; becauſe, if the Wiſe ſhould at firſt Hearing 
receive them paſiionately, no Man might be ac- 
quainted with her Paſſtonateneſs. And becauſe ſhe 
may not have the leaſt, Occaſion of taking up that 
Conceit (which will blaſt the Fruit of all goOd Ad- 
monitions) chat this he ſpeaks to put her to Diſgrace. 
Wherefore if any Thing be amils, w hereof thou 
wouldit admonith thy Wife, take her aſide, and 
let her hear from thee, when ſhe is well aflured, 
that no Ear ſhall be privy to thy Words but her 
own. If thou wouldſt have her do or forbear any 
Thing which thou thinkeſt will be diſpleaſing to 
her to hear, thew thy Mind in private, and there 
perſuade, where thou mayeſt with more Freedom 
peak all that is fit to be ſpoken; and where (if 
ſome little Heat thouid ariſe betwixt you) it may 
not be publiched to the Hurt of your Names. lt 
ay be objected, That ſome Women will not fear | 
- pd weg in oublick; before the Servants and Chile | 
dren, and Strangers: And what then? Shall the 
Huſband forbear to ſpeak to her, and let her go 
away with it ſo? Would not this prove infectious 
to the Bcholders, and make them apt to follow the 
eme trade of evil Doing? I anſwer, If ſuch pub- 
lick Pau ts fall out, 3 Man may ſhew his Diflike in 
a patient Manner of Speaking, and make it appear 
that he. doth not wi ink at his Wife's Faults. But 
\ anſwer again, that in ſuch a Caſe he mult expreſs 
Arlef rather than Auger, and muſt leave the lawful 
Sharpneßs, : and (as [ may C: it) whoifome Lan- 
cinz, by a Reproof, ill his Wife and himſelf be 


nn” 
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together alone; and by that Time ſhe will remer:- 
ber how ſhe overihot herſelf, if he give her not the 
Advantage of Replying, by being carried into ſome 
Abſurdity with her 2 Company. Neither need a 
Man ſear the InfeRion of Servants or Children by 
| Faults thus healed in Secrecy; for his preſent 
Grief, Diſlike, and Patience, will work more upon 
them (contidering the Perſon) than if he ſhould fal! 
on chiding; and there will be Time enough after, 
in her Abſence, to give them Warning of the Sin 
T here will be Time alſo to chide her for havi ing given 
ſo bad an Example. And they may know that a Man 
hath reproved, though they hear him not reprove; 
and this will well enough prevent the Infection that 
might come from her Offence. Wherefore in no 
Sort is their Raſhneſs to be allowed; yea, it is moſt 
ſharply to be condemned, that muſt needs out with 
it whoever ſtands by, even before Children and 
Servants, and perhaps alſo Strangers, not having 
the Wit nor Power to refrain themſelves "till a fic 

Place of Privateneſs may be gotten. And ſo have 

you thoſe Rules of Wiſdom that concern the Exer- 
ciſe of Authority in general. Thoſe follow next, 
which patricularly concern the Matter of Direction, 
which mult look partly to the Things command- 


ed or forbidden, partly to the F requency of com- 
a newton 


Fon the grſt, a Man muſt not abaſe bis 1 
1 ity to two Sorts of Things that are not worthy the 


ſame; namely, to 1 mogs trifling, nor to I hings 
: e 


Finer then, ot” it be regarded in Command- 
ing , that the Man's Authority deſcend not unto. 
3 mean and trivial Things. The Huſband muſt 
not be bidding and intermeddling by Command- 
ments in the {mall Baume of the Family; he 


muſt 
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leave ſome Things in the Family to the Diſcretion 
of his Wife, that his Authority may not be under- 
valued, becauſe of the Triflingneſs of thoſe Matters 
about which it is employed. In theſe Things he 
ſhould permit his Wife to rule under him, and 
give her Leave to know more than himſelf, who 
hath weightier Matters, and more nearly touching 
the Welfare of his Houſhold, to exerciſe his Know- 
ledge in. And if in any of theſe Matters, he ſhall 
meet with any Diſorder, it were a Part of Wiſdom 
in him to adviſe and counſel], rather than to charge 
and command. See therefore that the Matter be 
fo much worth before thou lay a Charge concern- 


ing it; for he that for every light Thing will be 
drawing out his Commandment, ſhall, to his Grief, 

_ perceive at length, that it will be much eſteemed in 
Nothing. „% P 


Secondly, LE r him never command ſenſeleſs 


and unreaſonable Things, ſuch as are grounded 


meerly upon his Will, and upon no good Reaſon 
beſides. Such Commandments will make her take 
him for an heady Fool, and not a wiſe Head; and 
that Conceit can never ariſe, but with the utter 


Ruin of her Reverence, and ſo of his Autho— 


rity. For a Man to inforce his Wife by the 
Power of his Authority, to take up a Feather, 
to wag a Straw, or the like; - becauſe forſooth 


he will have it fo, and ſhew that he is her Maſter, 
expoſeth him to Contempt, and in making it ap- 


pear that he is Maſter over her Body, he ceaſeth to 
be Maſter over her Heart. I confeſs the Woman 
ſhould be ſo perfectly ſubject, as to caſt her Eyes 

only upon the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of the 


Thing commanded; but the Huſband ſhould con- 


ſider further, and look that what he gives in Charge 
be commodious, uſeful, and needful to be done. 
He that without Reaſon enjoins his Wife to do any 


II RD Thing, 
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I hing, doth all one as if he ſhould ride without a 
Bridle. If ſuch a Man's Horſe be not excceding 
gentle and well broken, he cannot chuſe but either 
run out of the Way, or ſtumble and caſt the Rider: 
So the Wife of ſuch a fooliſh Man muſt be of ex- 
traordinary Meekneſs and Patience, or elſe ſhe 
will either rebel againſt him, or contemn him, or 
both. For the Reaſons wherewith the Command- 
ment of any Superior comes backed, is as it were a 
Bridle in the Inferior's Judgment, by which they 
may check and hold in the Violence of unruly Paſ- 
Hons: But if Reaſon be wanting, even a gentle- 
natured Woman is apt to prove refractory. . Look 
therefore that thou never bid thy Wife do any 
Thing which Reaſon (and not only Will) hath 
not firſt bidden thee. And theſe be the Rules of 
Prudence, in regard of the Subject of Authority , 
or Matters wherein it ſhould give Directions. 


AxorHER 15 For: the Frequency of exerciſing 
it; let this Part of Power be but rarely uſed : It 
ſhould be laid up as one's beſt Attire, to be worn 

alone upon high Days. A Garment that comes 
upon a Man's Back every Day will ſoon be thread- 

| bare, ſo will a Man's Authority be worn out with 

_ over-much Uſe, Wherefore let. it be kept in, till 

due Occaſions of uſing it call it forth. It hath 
| been delivered as a Means of a Prince's preſerving 

his Reverence amongſt his Subjects, that he be not 
too often ſcen amongſt them. Men are apt to ſet 
light by thoſe Things which they ſee every Day; 
even Things at firſt wonder” d at, are, by little = 
little, ſlenderly regarded if they be of common Uſe. 

Take heed therefore that thou layeſt thine Autho- 
rity upon Things but ſeldom, leſt thy Wife (re- 
ceiving many Commandments) break ſome, and 
ſo catch a Cuſtom of neglecting thy Power. A Man 

that is much in t ſhall hardly chuſe 

B 5 


but flip into ſome trivial and unneceſſary Com- 


make a Keproof of no Force, much more will 


on the Wheels, that it may go forward more 
chearfully, both for the Huſband. and the Wife's 
Comfort. 8 e 
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6 . next huſbandly Virtue is mildneſs, a very. 


cauſe it comes neareſt to Equality) doth therefore 
allow of Familiarity betwixt the Parties governing 
and. governed, and therefore muſt needs alſo re- 

quire more Lenity, No Woman can endure her 
Huſband's Government. with Comfort, if Gentle- 
neſs do not temper it. The abundant Love that a 


| Huſband; in which Expectation if ſhe be croſſed, 


lovingly, becauſe ſhe cannot think herſelf loved. 
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mandments; and one of theſe will lighten his Au- 
thority more than twenty of better Uſe ſhall grace 
it again. The Wife is indeed an Inferior, but 
very near, and very familiar; wherefore ſhe will 
count it a Burden to be ever preſſed with Authority; 
and you know that Nature teacheth us to ſeek Eaſe 
in ſhaking of Burdens. Much reproving will 


much commanding make Commandments of no 
Efficacy. And thus have you the Rules of Wil- 
dom, which muſt keep Authority, as it were, up- 


CHAP. XII. 
Of MILDNESS. 


neceilary Virtue in this Society ; which (be- 


O 


Wife doth and may look for, cauſeth that ſhe looks 
allo for much Tenderneſs of Behaviour from her 


ſue cannot obey heartily, becauſe not lovingly, nor 


The LoRD Jeſus Chrift is the moſt gentle and 
EEE meek 
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ek Governor in the World; and when He re- 
eth us to take his Voke upon us, He commends 
:..;aſelf to be gentle and meek, and his Yoke to be 
ht. This is the beit Precedent that Huſbands 
-an follow, the moſt worthy Copy for them to 
vrite after. The Apoſtle telleth us, that the Mi- 
niſter muſt be gentle, even towards thoſe that are ö 
troward : Surely then the Huſband muſt be gentle 
to his Wife, though ſhe ſhew herſelf to be of a Þ 
froward Diſpoſition. Yea, we are commanded to | 
fhew all Meekneſs to all Men; and therefore much 
more each Man to his own Wife. But this Virtue | | 
muſt ſhew itſelf in both the Parts of Authority, : 
directing and recompencing. In directing two 
Ways: Firſt, for the Matter of it, or the Things 
 whereabout it is exerciſed ; Secondly, for the Man- 
ner of exerciſing it. ” 


I the Matter of directing, this Virtue muſt ma- 
nifeſt itſelf two Ways; firſt, by not uſing it too 
often, and too much; ſecondly, by not uſing it 
(unleſs upon Neceſſity) about Things that will 
prove difficult and tedious. For the firſt of theſe, 
the Huſband muſt beware of extending the Uſe of 
his commanding Power too far; it muſt ſuffice him 
to know, that Gop hath given him the Right of 
appointing in every Thing, that is not ſinful; but 
in the Exerciſe of it, he muſt ſhew himſelf of a 
kind and free Nature, not rigorouſly taking upon 
him to command all he may, but willingly gratify- | 
ing his Wife in ſome, in many, in moſt Things, 
that ſhe may with more Chearfulneſs be ſubject to 
him in others. Obedience would be allured and 
inticed, by yielding it to its own Diſpoſition, in 
almoſt every Thing of an inferior Nature, that it 
may more dutifully yield itſelf to be diſpoſed of 
when greater Neceſſity requireth — 


* 5 1 


e 00 * 
n x 2 Ns EE DEE — r 


U ͤ ͤu ' Spa 


Py 7 MH. Www wW 


Married Perſons. 85 
Bur eſpecially, let Huſbands ſhew Mildneſs in 


the ſecond Points. Sz. in forbearing hard and diffi- 
cult Commandments, ſo much as they poſſibly 
may. Beware of croſſing your Wives, and forcing 

them to Things againſt their natural Diſpoſition. 


All Men find in themſelves a Kind of inbred A- 


verſeneſs from ſuch or ſuch Things, and a Delight 
in ſome other Things; ſo that the one of them it is 
a great Burden for them to do, the other to for- 


bear. Yea, ſome Things there are of their own. 


Nature hard and painful to be done. Now it is a 


great Point of Gentleneſs in the Huſband, to for- 
bear the requiring of Obedience at his. V/ ife's 


Hands, in Things of this Nature, unleſs a Kind 
of Neceſſity lie upon him to require it. The 


Schoolmaſter that over-taſketh his Scholars, ſhall 
never make them learn well. The King that 
over-taxeth his Subjects ſhall make them poor, and 
| himſelf hated ; ſo ſhall the Huſband weary his Wife, 
and diſgrace himſelf, by laying too heavy Com- 
mandments upon her. Wherefore let every good 


Huſband put away this Rigorouſneſs, and by Mo- 


_ deration in his Commandments, wake his Autho- 


rity eaſy to be born, and his Wife chearful in Sub- 


jection. And this is Gentleneſs in the Matter of 


Direction. 


Tas 3 Virtue muſt be uſed in the Manner 


3 of commanding. When Need requireth that ſome 


Commandment be given, it muſt not be imperiouſly 
preſcribed, in the Extremity of enforcing Words, 


but with a ſweet Kindneſs (as the Head doth move 
the Members of the Body) with loving Perſuaſions 
and familiar Requeſts. Indeed, if the Wife will 


needs try Maſteries, and ſtrive to caſt off the Yoke 
of Obedience, ſuch her Diſtemper makes it need- 
ful, for the Huſband (with good Words) to ſtand 


for his Authority, even lomewhat ſtifly and pe- 


1 remptorily 


— — . - 1 a 


—— — * 
p — = — - 
— 


5 


SS SRP tee re — aan. 
hy Pom 


3 W- 
— —— — 


86 DIR CTI ONS for 


remptorily profeſſing, that he will have his Will in 
Things lawful. But this Courſe ſhould be ſeldom 
uſed, and that only in Matters of Importance, that 
may be worth ſo much Earneſtneſs; in moſt Caſes, 
the quieter Way is the more comfortable, and the 
more Huſband-like. The Way, then, to prevail 
with leaſt Burden to the Inferior, and Toil to the 
Superior, is with mild Words to wiſh this or that, 
rather than with imperious Phraſes to enjoin it; 
for moſt Natures are much more eaſily perſuaded | 
than compelled. Our Saviour Chri/? Himſelf doth 
moſtiy beſcech his Church, though with moſt 
Rigit He might command it. Let the Huſband 
imitate that beſt Huſband, and beware of, Do it 
or you had beſt;“ and “ you ſhall whether you will 
or no;“ and I will have it fo, if it be but to 
cCroſs you.” O no! much more comely for an 
Huſband's Mouth, are theſe Words: I pray you, 
let it be ſo; do me the Kindneſs to do this or this. 
And fo much for the Practice of Mildneſs in dire&t- 
ing, the firſt Part of Government. 


Ir muſt be likewiſe exerciſcd in recompencing 
both good and bad Actions: For the Good, when 
a Reward is given, it muſt be gently given; and 
in beſtowing any Gift upon a Man's Wife, he 
_ muſt do it in a kind Faſhion ; ſo that the Manner 
may grace the Matter, and make it more pleaſing. 
But chiefly Gentleneſs muſt ſhew itſelf, when Need 
requireth, that bad Deeds be requited with Reproof 
or Correction; for there it is fo much the more 
needful, by how much the Actions themſelves are 
leſs pleaſant in themſelves, and therefore will leſs 
bear the Mixture of any Bitterneſs with them : and 
for Reproofs, Mildneſs muſt ſhew itſelf in regard of 
the Matter of Reproving, and alſo the Manner: 
For the Matter, in not finding Fault with every 
Trifle that one fees amiſs, nor Chiding for every 
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Infirmity. Whatſoever Fault is not of ſomewhat 
a groſs Nature, or elſe done in ſomewhat a pre- 
ſumptuous Manner, may be paſſed by in Silence, 


either with none, or half a Word. That happy 
Effect of Love which conſiſteth in paſſing by Wants 


and Weakneſſes, is exceeding neceſſary towards 
Strangers, much more towards thoſe of the Houſe- 


hold, moſt of all betwixt the neareſt Couple of the 


Houſhold. Be not, therefore, extreme nor rigorous 
in this Matter; but as a Mother's Tenderneſs of 
Love doth cauſe, that ſhe takes no Notice of divers 
little Deformities in her own Child, fo ſtand thou 


affected to thine own Wife. Pray to Gop againſt 
all her Faults; ſee and commend all her Virtues : 
but petty Wants, and natural ordinary Weakneſſes, 


never take Notice of, never Reprove. Let her 


cloſely perceive that thou doſt (but wilt not) know 
them: thine Unwillingnets to ſee and reprove, ſhall 

make her more willing to ſee and reform. But an 
ecver-lowring and ever-chiding Huſband, will make 


more Faults than would be, and compel his Wife 
to be far worſe, than her own Diſpoſition would 
work her to. Wherefore be not always chiding, 


_ unleſs thou wouldit have thy Wife always naught; 
for over-frequent Reproofs can bring forth nothing 
but Diſdain and Sullenneſs. „„ 


Ac Aix, for the Manner of Reproving; when 
it is moſt needful, it muſt be very gentle. The 
Words and Geſtures uſed to preſs a Fault upon the 


Wife's Conſcience, muſt be mild and amiable, 
ſuch as breathe out Love and Pity at once. A Re- 
proof muſt be applied as a Plaiſter, not with rating, 


but with moaning. It can hardly be avoided even 
in the beſt, but that this Medicine ſhall be neceſſary; 


yet the Huſband muſt ever remember, to uſe no 
more Roughneſs than is fit to his own Fleſh. Re- 
proofs of themſelves (as it were a Potion) go enough 
| | — —_ againſt 
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againſt the Stomach : we need not, by our Bitter- 
neſs, make them more loathſome (as it were) by 1 
foul and uniizhtly Cup. No Patient was ever yet 
ſo deſirous of Health, that he could be perſuaded to 
drink a Potion ſcalding hot: That which burns 
the Lips, will never find Admittance into the Sto- 
mach, be it never ſo wholeſome a Drink otherwiſe. 
It is juſt ſo with a Reproof: If it ſcald the Ear (as 
I may ſay) with upbraiding and diſgraceful Terms, 
with vulifying and railing Words, with a fiery 
Look, and a ſparkling Eye, it will never gain Paſ- 
| ſage to the Heart. Compaſſion, Kindneſs, the De- 
claration of one's Sorrow for his Fault, Deſire of 
his Good, Care of his Amendment that is reproved ; 
theſe are the Things that frame the Will to accept 
of an Admonition, and much help the kindly work- 
ing thereof. I am not againſt the wholeſome Ear- 
neſtneſs of Reproving, and that Sharpneſs of Re- 
buking, which in ſome Caſes the LoRD Himſelf 
commands: but this may well be without Bitter- 
nefſs, without Violence of Words, and without. 
Fierceneſs. An Admonition is then healthfully 
ſharp and carneſt, when a Man in much Plainneſs 
of Speech, and Strength of Reaſon, lays open the 
Greatneſs, Abſurdity, Danger of the Sin, enforcing 
the Conſideration of thefe Points, upon the Party's. 
_ Conſcience vehemently; but yet {till pitifully, with 
a Declaration of more Sorrow than Anger, and of 
_ Grief for his Fault and Danger, rather than Diſ- 
_ pleaſure againſt his Perſon. Such Earneſtneſs, Huſ- 
bands mutt be allowed to uſe; for Coldneſs will 
hinder the working of Medicines. In one Word, 
let a Man make his Reproofs ſomewhat warm, but 
not boiling hot. And this is Mildneſs in Reproofs. 


Ang thus you ſce, in what Things an Huſband's 


Mildneſs muſt be exerciſed : And fo alſo you have 
a ſufficient Direction for him in the Matter of go- 
*** verning, 
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verning, the firſt Part of his Duty. We muſt now 


deſcend unto the ſecond Part, which is maintaining 
of his Wite. | 
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Of maintaining one's Wife. 
As our Logp Jeſus Chriſt, the Huſhand of 


| his Church, hath been in nothing wanting 
to her Spiritual Welfare, but doth clothe her with 


| the pure and white Linnen of his own Righteouſ- 


neſs, and with the rich and precious Graces of his 
* good Spirit, whereby the is all glorious within; ſo 
; muſt every good Huſband afford his Wife Allow- 
* ance of all neceflary Comforts for this Life, that 
ſhe may live a chearful and a well-contented Life 
with him. Before a Man allure a Woman into 
Copartnerſhip of Life with him, he ſhould conſider 
of Means to maintain both himſelf and her; for 
how it ſhould ſtand with Love, to pull ſo near a 
Companion into the troubleſome Fellowſhip of 
Miſery and Want, I cannot conceive. Doubtleſs, 
it is a Man's wanton Paſſion that ſpurs him for- 
ward, to run blindfold into this Eſtate, and not the 
good Hand of Gop leading and calling him unto 
it, unleſs he be furniſhed in ſome Meaſure, with 


| Things fit to maintain a Wife and Family. When 


the Lokp, by his good Allowance goes before us, 
and wiſheth us to follow Him into any Eſtate, He 
gives us Wiſdom to look before-hand, that we have 
all Things neceſſary in ſome Degree, to perform 
the Duties of this Eſtate ; but when our own 050 
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ſions thruſt us forward into any Courſe, they make 
us run headlong after our own Appetite, not trou- 


bling ourſelves with any ſuch wiſe and ſerious Con- 


ſiderations. I think, therefore, I may ſay, that the 
Lord is Author to no Man, of wedding a Wife to 
Miſery and Diſtreſs. Before He call him to marry, 


He will let it appear unto him, how (at leaſt by the 


diligent Painfulneſs of his Hand) he may yield his 
Wife a comfortable Living. Not but that a poor 
Man alſo may have both Need of Marriage, and 
alſo Allowance to marry; for Gop forbid, that 
Violence ſhould be offered to the Contlenors of-- 
thoſe of meaner Eſtate, by laying ſuch a Share upon 


them, as if they might not lawfully « enter into Ma- 


trimony. But this we ſay ſtill, that they mult have 
ſome honeſt Calling, and Will and Ability to walk 
in the ſame faithfully, that Reaſon may tell them, 
through Gop's Bleſſing, there ſhall be ſomething 
gotten to maintain a W. fe, though not richly, yet 
fufficiently, and according to that Rank. For it 
was never Gop's Meaning, that all ſhould be rich, 
neither yet would he have e any to be Beggars. Let 
not any Man, through diſtruſt of Gop's Provi- 
dence, deny himſelf the Benefit of Gop's Or- 
dinance, when his Need requireth it, for the 


ſubduing of otherwiſe unſubduable Paſſions; neither 


vet let any Man fo eaſily condeſcend to the Deſires 
bf his own Heart, as haſtily to adventure on Ma- 
trimony, till he have uſed all other due Means of 
repreſſing ſuch Paſſions, (Watchfulneſs, Abſti- 


nence, Praying, Faſting, and all earneſt Oppoſt- 


tions), when in Reaſon he can give no ſufficient. 
Anſwer to this Demand; how ſhall we do to live, 
when we are married? [ know that the over-cove- 


tuous Deſire of elder People, doth many Times 


ſtand too much on ſuch Matters, and cares not. to. 


thruſt the younger upon miſerable Inconveniences, 
obo an N Diſtruſt, and Fear of Po- 
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verty. And I ſee, on the other Hand, that the 
younger are apt to caſt themſelves upon ſuch Rocks, 
for want of due conſidering of ſuch Matters, as ts 


make Shipwreck of Peace and Quietneſs, and a 
good Conſcience too. Wherefore let a middle 
Courſe be followed here. Thou mayſt pleaſe Gon 
in a poor Eſtate, and mayſt afford a Wife Comfort 
in a meaner Condition; but ſtill ſomewhat there 
muſt be to live on; ſome Calling, ſome Trade, 
ſoracthing that may promiſe that, which Gop pro- 
wiſeth to the Diligent, vir. that you ſhall be ſatiſ- 
fied with. Bread. So this Duty muſt take up Part 


of a Man's Thoughts before he be married; and 


(after the Contract of Marriage) he muſt {till con- 


tinue theſe Thoughts, often looking to it, that his 
Wife may want nothing needful for her. Where- 
fore, let each Huſband be convinced, that it is his 


Duty to allow his Wife convenient Maintenance, 


and not to think himſelf fo abſolutely Lord of all, 


but that his Wife mult alſo enjoy 4 comfortable 
U ſe of all. But we muſt alſo direct the Huſband in 


this Part of his Duty, by ſhewing him three neceſ- 


fry Things: Firſt, the Meaſure; ſecondly, the 
Manner; thirdly, the Times and Seaſons of this 
bis Allowance. For the firſt, two Things muſt 


meaſure out her Expences, as well as his own; 


and thoſe are his Place and his Means, ſo far as his 


Calling requireth, and his Ability will bear; and 
uo farther mult he extend his Coſt in Attire, and 
other Neceſſaries for his Wife. Not either of theſe, 


but both theſe, muſt be adviſed with: for ſome- _ 
times a Man's Place, or Function in the Common- 


wealth, would bear more. than- his decayed Eſtate 
will well ſuffer. 


You ſe | in hy Quantity the Wife s Allowance 
muſt be given. Conſider, alſo, in what Manner, 
and that muſt be moſt willingly, chearfully, rea- 
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dily; befare ſhe aſketh, he muſt anſwer; and offer 


Sign of Chearfulneſs, is Speed and Expedition. Do 
to " hers as Gop to his Saints; and willingly and 
abundantly give her all Things to enjoy : And this 

| | do, both whilſt you live together, and at thy De- 

<ccaſe alſo, if it fall out, that thyſelf depart this 
| World firſt. For ſo (which is the third Thing I 

4 intended to ſpeak of) there are two Seaſons, in 

ff which the Huſband's Bounty ſhould declare itſelf ; 

j the firſt, during Life; the fond, after it. 


Trex Love of an Huſband muſt not die bake 
himſelf, no, nor with him: but the Effects of it 
muſt ſurvive him; and when himſelf is departed, 
his Bounty muſt be preſent with her, even after 
Death. When a Man is to leave this World, he 
muſt not leave the Care of his Wife, but remem- 
ber, in the Diſpoſing of his Goods, to bequeath ſo 
full a Part to her, as may make it appear, that he 
thinks not himſelf wholly dead, fo long as ſhe (the 
one Half of him) is alive. Let thy Wife, even af- 
ter thy Death, enjoy ſuch a Part of thy Subſtance, 
as that ſhe need not ſtand beholding to her Chil- 
_ dren (that in all Reaſon ſhould have them bchold- 
ing to her); neither let thy Wife's Inſinuations make 
thee more ſparing to thy Children than is fit ; nor 


Regardleſs of thy Wife than is fit ; but be ſure, as 
thine Eſtate is, to let her have wherewithall to live 


the Wife hath wrong, if her Huſband do not pr- 


Hon to deſpiſe her in her Age. 


before ſhe requeſt. The greateſt Commendation of 
a Gift, is the Giver's Chearfulneſs; and the ſureſt 


let thy Fondneſs to thy Children, make thee more 


like a Mother, they like Children : for doubtleſs, 
vide fo for her, that the Children ſhall want . | 
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C 1 A P. XIV. 
Of the Wife's peculiar Duties. 


HE Wife's ſpecial Duty may fitly be refer- 
red to two Heads; firſt, ſhe mutt acknow- 
ledge her Inferiority ; ſecondly, ſhe mult carry 
herſelf as an Inferior. Firſt then, every good 
Woman muſt ſuffer herſelf to be convinced- in 
Judgment, that ſhe is not her Huſband's Equal 
without which, it is not poſſible there ſhould be 
any Contentment, either in her Heart, or in her 
Houſe. Where the Woman ſtands upon Terms 
of Equality with her Huſband, (much more if ſhe. 
will needs account herſelf his Better) the very 
Root of all good Carriage is withered, and the 
Fountain thereof dried up: out of Place, out of 
Peace. Whoever, therefore, doth deſire, or pur- 
poſe to be a good Wite, or to live comfortably, 
let her ſet down this Concluſion within her Soul : 
Mine Huſband is my Superior, my Better; he 
hath Authority and Rule over me; Nature hath 
given it him, having framed our Bodies to I en- 
derneſs, Men's to more Hardneſs; Gop hath 
ven it him, ſaying to our firſt Mother, Thy Deſire 
hall be ſubject to thine Huſband, and be fall rule 
over thee. His will I ſee to be made by Gon the 
Tie, not of mine Actions alone, but of my De- 
ſires and Wiſhes alſo. I will not ſtrive againſt 
God and Nature, though my Sin have made m 
Place tedious, yet will I confeſs the Truth: Mine 
Huſband is my Superiot wy Better, Unleſs the 
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ſpeck) if her very Heart do not INV), e- 


roughly condeſcend unto it, there will be nothing 


betwixt them but V\ rangling, Repining, Striving, 
and a continual Vying to be equa] with him, or 


above him; and fo ſhall their Lite be nothing elſe 


but a very Battle, or a trying of Maſteries. Let 
us grant, that in Gifts thou art his Better, having 


more Wit and Underſtanding, more Readineſs cf 1 


Speech, more Dexterity of managing Aftairs, and 


whatloever other good Quality may be incident to 


a Woman; yet underſtand, that fo may thy Ser- 


vant exceed thee as much: as thou doſt him. 
| Hath not many a Servant more Wit and Under- 


ſtanding (and often more Grace too) than Maſtcr 
and Miſtreſs put together? yet loth would the 
Wife be, that the Servant ſhould deny both her 


Huſband and herſelf the Name of Betters. Know 


then, that a Man may be ſuperior in Place to one, 


to whom he is inferior in Gifts; and know alſo, 
that thou doſt abuſe the good Parts Gop hath &- 
ven, in ſeeking thence to infringe thine Huſband” 8 


Superiority : And better were it for a Woman to 
be of mean Capacity (lo that ſhe can put upon her 


the Spirit of Subjection), than to be adorned with 


all the good Qualities of Neture (for thoſe of 


Grace ſhe cannot have, ſo long as her Pride is ſo 


predominant) and thereby be made felf-conceited 
againſt her Huſband. Wherefore, O thou Wife, 


let thy beſt Underſtanding be to underſtand, that 
_ thine Huſband is by Go made thy Governor and 
Ruler, and thou his Infericr, to be ruled by him. . 
Though he be of meancr Birth, and of lefler Wit; 


though he were of no Wealth, nor Account in the 
World, before thou didſt marry him, yet after 
this, 3 will have thee ſubject, and thou muſt 
put upon thyſelf a W. Villingneſs to conſeſe thyſc!t fo 

10 


. 


not be denied; 
= hardly be yielded to: But unleſs the Judg- 
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to be. This Duty had ſo much more Need to be 


preſſed, becauſe, though it be ſo plain, as it can- 
yet it is withall fo hard, that it 


ent be truly informed, and ſoundiy convinced 
of chis Point, the Vil] and Affectiolis will never 
be kept in good Order: Set it down, therefore, 
as a Concluſion, not ſo much as once to be called 
into Qucſtion; my Huſband is my Better. 


Secondly, Tre Wife being beloved that her 


Place is the Lower, muſt carry Herſelf as an Infe- 
Tor; for it tgnifies little to confeſs his Authority 


in Word. if ihe frame not herfelf to Submiſſion in 
Deed. Now ſhe ſhall teſtify her Inferiority in a 


Chriſtian Manner, if ſhe pracliſo thoſe Duties of 


Reverence and Subjection. Firſt, for Reverence: 
The Wife owes as "ck: of that to her Huiband, 
as the Children or Servants do to her, yea, as they 


do to him; only it is allowed, that to her it be 
ſweeten'd with more Love and more Familiarity. 
All Inferiors owe Reverence, neither muſt the 
Wife conceit, as if ſhe were leſs bound to reve- 


reace her Huſband, than are the Reſt of the Fa- 


mily. This alone is the Difference: She may be 


more ſamiliar, not more rude; as being more 


O 


dear, net leſs ſubject than they. And this Reve- 
rence of hers muſt be both inward and outward : 


Firſt, the Heart of the Wie mutt be held under, 
inwardly, with a dutiſul Reſpect of her Huſband; 

mne mult regard him as Gon's Deputy, not look 
ing to his P erſon, but to bis Place; nor thinking 


fo much whb and what an one de is, as Whoſe 


| Officer. This the Apoſtle ier nenen ay 


ing, Let the I/ fe = that ſhe revoritce ler Hu- 


lande As if he had ſaid, cf all I THR lei her moſt 


carefully labour not to fil in this Point of Duty; 
for if the do, her whole Carriage muſt needs be 
1 2 unbe- 


3323 0 . 
1 mä CEOs 


_ of her Huſband, who is next to Gop above her. : 
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unbecoming, The Apoſtle's Meaning is to pre- 
| 5 aviſh, a | 

ſcribe a Fear (not ſlavit but loving), ſuch as 


may „El] Tha ad with the . Union of Hearts, 


as js to be ſeen between Chrift and his Church. 

This Fear of the Wite is, when (in Conſideration 
of his Place) ſhe doth : abhor and ſhun it as the 
greateſt Evi! that can befall ker, next to the 
Breach of Gor's Commandments, to diſpleaſe 
and offend her Huſband. We itand in due Awe 
of Gop's Majeſty, when we Ioath the Breach of 
his Commandments, and grieving of his Spirit, as 
the greateſt of all Evils; and the Wife doth du! 

fear her Huſband, when next to the former Evil, 

the ſhuns the diſobeying, grieving and diſple; ſing 


Such Regard maſt her Heart have of her Head, 


that it may keep her Hand and Tongue, and all 
from Diſorder. I know this is not cuſtomary 
among the greater Number of Women, yea, they 
ſcarce "eſteem it a ſeemly or a needful Thing that 


it ſhould be ſo; yea, they care as little for their 


| Huſbands, as their Huſbands for them. But if 
thou wilt ever prove a virtuous Wife, take much 
Pains with thine Heart, to make it ſtand in Awe 
of thine Huſband ; and know. that Gop hath not, 


for naught, given the former Caveat unto Women. 


As a Woman grows in this inward Reſpect, ſo 


may ſhe look to get the better of all other Tſe. 


mities; as ſhe is careleſs herein, ſo ſhall ſhe be 
peſtered with all other Enormities. But how ſhall 
a Woman bring her Heart to this regardful Dif- 


poſition ? I anſwer, by looking through her Huf. 
band to God the Author of Marriage, and putting 


herſelf often in Mind, not of his Deſerts, but f 
Gop's Ordinance. If one conſider an inferior 
Officer (in himſelf) he cannot ſometimes but diſ- 


dain him for his Meanneſs, if he conſider him as 


the King's Officer (intruſted with : a Part of his 


Roy al 
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Royal Authority) : His Reverence to his Prince, 


will produce ſome Reverence to his Officer for his 


Sake. The Huſband is to the Wife the Image and 
Glory of Gop. The Power that is given to him, 


is Gop's originally, and his by Gop's Appoint-- 
ment. Look not, therefore, on the Qualities of 


thine Huſband, but upon his Place; and know, 


that thou canſt not neglect or deſpiſe him, but 
that the Contempt redoundeth unto Gop's Diſho- 
Nour, who hath ordain'd him to be thine Head.; 


ſo if Religion have ſeaſoned thine Heart with the 


Fear of Gop, thou ſhalt fear thine Huſband alſo, 


for his Commandment alſo. But as the Wife's 
Heart muſt be affected with this loving Fear, ſo 
muſt her outward Carriage ſhew it, and that in. 


two ſpecial Things: Firſt, in her Words; ſe- 


condly, in her Behaviour, Her Words are either 
to himſelf, of him behind his Back, or to others 
before him all muſt have a Taſte of Reverence. 
Firſt, her Speeches to himſelf muſt neither be 
| ſharp, ſullen, paſſionate, nor yet rude, careleſs, 
nor contemptuous ; but ſuch as carry the Stamp 
of Fear upon them, teſtifying, that ſhe well con- 
ſiders who herſelf is, and to whom ſhe ſpeaketh. 
The Wife's Tongue toward her Huſband, muſt 


neither be keen nor looſe ; neither ſuch as argues 


Anger nor Neglect, but favouring of all Lowli- 


neſs and Quietneſs of Affection; that if another 


ſhould ſtand by and hear them, he might perceive 


{though he knew not otherwiſe) that theſe are the 


Words of an Inferior to her Better. Look what 
Kind of Words thyſelf wouldſt diſlike from thy 
Servant or Child, thoſe muſt not thou give to 
thine Huſband; for the ſame Dutv of Fear is in 


the ſame Word and in the ſame Plainneſs com- 


manded to thee, that is unto them. Forbear then 
all Speeches, ſavouring of Paſſion; but beware 
alſo of Words that may bewray Contempt. I told 


13 vou | 
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you before, that it was the Privilege of a Wife 
(becauſe of her Dearneſs) that ſhe may be fami- 


liar: But yet I have obſerved an Exceſs of Fami- 


liarneſs that deſerveth to be blamed. Why ſhould 
a Woman bear herſelf ſo over bold of her Huſ- 
band's Kindneſs, as to Nick- name him with thoſe 
Nick- names of Familiarity, Tom, Dick, Ned, 


ill, Fact, de the like, as I have heard good 


Wives do; but (I confeſs) with a Diſtaſte of their 
Rudeneſs: ſor could a Woman ſpeak otherwiſe to 
8. Child or Servant, than in ſuch Kind of abbre- 
iated Names as theſe? Certainly the Woman's 
Love muſt be tempered with Fear; and thoſe 


5 of hers, Which would ſhew Kindneſs, 


mult alf have a Print of Reverence upon them, 
or eiſe they be not allowable. Wherefore let 
Wives be taught (in ſpeaking to their Huſbands) 
to learn of her, that called her Huſband by an ho- 
nourable Name, Leave Tom and Dick to call th 
Boy by, and call thine Huſband, Huſband, 

ſome other Name of equal Dignity. And thus 5 
muſt a Woman's Tongue be ordered towards her 


Huſband, when ſhe ſpeaks to him. | 


SHE mult alſo look to her Speeches directed to 
others in his Preſence, that they be ſuch as may 


witneſs a due Regard of him. His Company muſt 


make her more careful of her Behaviour to an} 
other before him, than otherwiſe ſhe need to be. 
Her Words to Children and Servants, in his Sight 


and Hearing, ought not to be loud and ſnappiſh. 
If ſhe perceive a Fault in them, ſhe muſt yet re- 
member, that her Better ſtands by, and therefore 
muſt not ſpeak but upon Neceſſity, and then utter 


that Reproof in a more ſtill and mild Manner, 
than in his Abſence ſhe might. No Woman of Go- 
vernment will allow her Children and Servants to 
be loud and brawling before her, and ſhall ſhe her- 
ſelf be ſo before her Huſband ! 555 AND 
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Thirdly, TRE Woman's Speeches of her 


Huſband behind his Back muſt be dutiful and re- 
ſpectfal. She muſt not talk of him with a Kind 
of Careleineſs or Slightneſs of Speech, much lefs 
with reproachful Terms. Herein the godly Fact 


of Sarah is commended to our Imitation, and 


muſt be put in Practice; when ſhe but thought of 


her Huſband, in the Abſcnce of all Company, ſhe 


did reverently intitle him by the Name of my Lord. 


Who would bear a Child ſpeaking diſgracefully, 


and murmurinely, againſt his own Father, though 
behind his Back ? And ſhall it be thought ſuftcrable 
in a Wife? He that allows not an evil Thought 


of the Prince, will not allow evil Speeches of the 


Husband. 


True man Woman's Words be ordered to- 


wards her Huſband. Something alſo muſt be ſpo- 


ken of her Geſtures and Countenance, which, as 


well as her Words, muſt be mixed with Reverence, 
and have a Taſte of Fear. Both good and bad 


Diſpoſitions have more Ways of uttering them- 
ſelves than by the Tongue. $951 ſpeaketh of 


an Eve that defpiſeth the Mother : Surely then the 
Eye alſo of the Wife may be a deſpiſing Eye, and 
her whole Behaviour and Geſtures may proclaim 
Contempt, though her Tongue be altogether ſilent. 


Now theſe alſo muſt be looked unto, that they may 
not diſcover a baſe Eſteem of the Huſband. Rude 


and contemptuous Behaviours are no leſs uncomely 
in an Inferior, and do no leſs diſpleaſe a Superior, 


than the moſt fierce and outragious Speeches would 
do. Wherefore as herſelf will condemn theſe in 


her Children towards herſelf, ſo let her by no 
means allow them in herfelf againſt her Huſband, 


towards whom the LoRp hath bound her, as well 


to o practiſe, reverence, and fear, as any of her In- 
5 feriors 
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feriors unto her. For ſtill it muſt be preſſed upon 


the Hearts of Wives, that Famililiarity is allowed 


them, but no Rucencls, 


Tus ſecond ſpecial Duty of a Wife is SubjeRtion. | 
Nov that hath alſo two Parts; the firſt is, Obe- 
dience to her Huſband's Commandments ; the ſe— 
cond is, Submiſſion to his Reproofs. For the firſt, 


the Apoſtle doth plainly give it in Charge to Wo- 


men, ſaying, Let the Hife be ſubject to her Huſband 
in all Things. What need we further Proof? Why 
is the his Wife, if ſhe will not obey him? And 
how can ſhe in his Name require Obedience of the 


Children and Servants, if herſelf refuſe to yield it 


unto him? For doubtleſs ſhe can expect it none 
otherwiſe than as his Deputy, and a Subſtitute un- 
der him. But the Thing itfelf will not be fo much 
queſtioned, as the Meaſure; not whether a Wife 


muſt obey, but how far her Obedience muſt ex- _ 
tend. To which Doubt the Apoſtle hath yielded 
us a plain Reſolution, ſaying, In all Things in ibe 
Loxp. Obedience, you fee, muſt be general; 


only, ſo that it be in the LORD. In whatever 
Matter a Woman's yielding to her Huſband ſhall 
not prove a Rebellion againſt her Maker, in that 


Matter ſhe is bound in "Conſcience to yield mw 


him, without any further Queſtion. Neither 
ſufficeth it, that her Obedience reach to all wil 


Things, unleſs it be alſo performed willingly, readi- 
ly, quietly, chearfully; without Brawling, Con- 


tending, Thwarting, Sourneſs. And thus you 


have heard the firſt Part of Subjection, Obedience; 

a Duty which, I doubt not, ſeemeth hard enough 
to Woman- Kind. But the ſecond Part of Sub- 
jection is yet more hard, and withal equally, if not 


more ngedſul, that is, Sabmion! in receiving Re- 
Pt 0017s from their Huſbands; as he muſt willingly 


. obey 
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obey all his lawful Commandments, fo muſt ſhe 


patiently ſuffer all his Reprchenſions. Is not this 
Duty plainly required in thoſe Words? As the 


Church is ſulject to Chriſt, /+ ie, a'fs the IF ives to 
their own Hiſbands in voy Thing. "Doubtleſs, to 


bear Reproofs is a neceſſary Part of the Church's 
Subjection unto Chi; neither ſhall it diſcharge 
its Duty i in {triving to obey, unleſs where it faileth 


it be content to be chidden: Wherefore it is im- 


poſtible for Women to looſe their Conſciences from 

the Bond of this Subjection, unleſs they could ſhew 
which they ſhall never beable to ſhew) ſome other 
Text of Scripture iin and abrideing this. 
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do not unadviſedly ruſh into this Eſtate. A Thing 
of ſuch Difficulty ſhould not be ſlightly under- 


taken. They ſhall have their Hands full of Duty, 


if they get not their Hearts full of Grace, and their 


Heads full of Wiſdom; they ſhall find an Houle 
full of Trouble, and a Life full of Wo, meeting 
with Gall inſtead of Honey, and Gravel inſtead % 
nouriſhing Morſels. Wouldſt thou be married? 
See what Wiſdom, what Patience, what Grace fit 
to govern, or fit to obey, thou findeft in thyſelf. 
Get theſe againſt thou come to uſe them, or elſe 


Marriage will not yield thee ſuch Contentment as 


thine Imagination promiſeth. Vain Youths gro-w 


wanton, 


ND gelt this miniſters a good Inſtruction 


to young and unmarried People, that they 
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much cach other's Failings. 
feared, that divers Hearers now will be worſe for 
hearing, 
may perhaps ring his Wiſe a Peal of her Duty when 


ſay to herſelf. 
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wanton, and muit marry before they have any 
Power to practiſe, any Underſtanding to know 
their Duties. He that leaps over a broad Ditch 
with a ſhort Staff, ſhall fa! into the Midſt; and 
he that enters upon Matrimony. without great 
Grace, ſhall be mired in Dit quietment and Vexa- 
tion. Let unmarried People think of this, and be 


Wile. 


Secondly, I MusT adviſe all married Perſons to 
grow acquainted with theſe Duties, and to marx 
their Failings in the ſame. But miſtake me not: 

I would that the Wife ſhould know hers, the Hui- 
band his; and both. the common Duties. I deſire 
that they ſhould obſerve each their own, not ſo 
Indeed it may be 


becauſe they heard amiſs. The Huſband 


he comes home, and tell her how her Faults vere 


ript up, and yet never conſider his own Duties or 


Faults. The Wife alfo may likely tell him of his 
own at home, when ſhe hath wade or nothing to 
Thus both ſhall be worſe, when 
they ſeek to upbraid each other, not to amend each 
one. Thou, Huſband, didſt liſten attentively when 
*the Woman's Duties were handled; © there he met 
with my Wite;” „ ſuch a Time he ſhewed little 
Reverence, lefs Obedience.” hou, Wife, hadit 
the like Thoughts concerning thy Huſband: There 
he told him home of his Duty.” It is not long 


ſince he ſhewed himſelf Beider wiſe nor gentle.“ 
 &T would he would ſee to amend.” 


Unwiſe Man, 
unwiſe Woman; why hadſt thou not moſt Care of 
thine own Soul? Couldſt thou mark what was 
good for another's Diſeaſe, not what for thine 


own? Wilt thou grow ſkilful in his Way, and 
not know one Foot of that wherein thyſelf muſt 


travel? 


EF 


e fons. 103 
ä 7. Deter Ses by chis be altered in us. 
If thou bea Chili Auband;: have more Care to 


know tat, ant be more freer in conſid: ring 


that, ſor wich Cate. oven Gout muſt answer, than 
engt lies to the Account of another. So do thou 
that att a Cliriian Wife. And that Man or Wo- 
man that es not more Faults and Failings in him 
or herſcit than tlie Yore- fellow, bewrays a won- 
drous great Pride and Ignorance, if he or ſhe be 
not matched with one roo notorious. If the Heart 
were well touched, its own Sins would be more 
gieren the Huſbend's or Wife's leſs. Contend 

therefore not how fhort thy Toke- fellow comes, 
. not to come ſhort thyſelf, Paſs by the other's 
Failings more caſily, be more cenſorious towards 


thine own: This were to deal as a Chriſtian, even 


to judge thyſelf. He never yet learnt to work well 


in any Work, that would caſt his Eyes more upon 
his Neighbour' s Fingers than his own: Neither 
was he cver a good Scholar, that would con his 
Fellows, and not regard the Taſk impoſed upon 


himſcif. And that makes Huſbands and Wives 
iuch ill Pay- maſters one to another, becauſe they 
look often What is owing to them, not what they 
cwe. I doubt not but Experience will back my 


Speech, if I pronounce, that they be not the beſt 
Huſbands —_ Wives which are heard to complain 
much of their Yoke-fellow's Defects in Duty, little 


of their own. And yet is not this ordinary? Every 
Man would be a good Huſhand, if his Wife were 


not ſo bad; and the a good Wife, were not he fo 


exceſhively Faul ty. All the Accuſations, all, the 
Judgings, are darted at each other. What Faly 


is this! I Underttand, idle Man or Woman, that it 
is not the requiring or receiving of Duty from 
others, but the Knowing and performing of what. 
Ler- ains to by ſelf that will make thee a Chriſtian, 
| comforts 
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104 
comfort thee in Temptation, rejoice thee in Death, 


and ftand for thee in Judgment. And yet art thou 


fo loud and much in calling for Duty, ſo dumb and 
ignorant in yielding it! 
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To conclude therefore, know thine own Duty 
beſt, mark moſt thine own Tranſzreflings of Duty 3 
then ſhalt thou be free from Brawls with thy Yoke- 
fellow, if. thou be taken up with Pains about thy- 
ſelf: And there is no better Means of Peace in F a- 
milies, than that every one ſhould learn and ply 
his own Work, ſee and labour to mend his own 
Faults. Have you then been both or cither un- 
chaſt, unloving, unfaithful ? Rep ent both; and 


” Rain not Courteſy who ſhall. be but let ether: 


ſet the other a Copy of Goodneſs. And if you will 


needs ſtrive, let it be, which ſhall be beſt, which 


mend firſt. Haſt thou been a fooliſh, paſſionate, 


| unjuſt Huſband, full of bitter Words, perhaps alſo 
(which is monſtrous) of Blows given cauſcleſly, and 


in Anger, not regarding thy Wife's Good, ſo thou 
mighteſt go away with thine own Will? Dive 
not into her Faults; cry not out, ſhe hath been 


ff - thus and thus to me: But repent of thy Bitterneſs, 


Unthriftineſs, Folly of all Sorts: Confeſs it to 
Gop; beſeech him to make thee a better Huſband, 


that thy Wiſe may be better. Haſt thou been a 


diſdainſul, 


e e brawling, impatient, 
diſobedient Wife? Aſk thine 
Heart . e. and diſſemble not. If yea 3 


clamour not againſt thine Huſband's F olly, exclaim 


not of his Raſhneſs and Hardneſs, but condemn 


thyſelf before, and calf upon God, to make thee. 
reverence and obey thine Huſband as a Commander 
_under Him. Entreat Him of Mercy to make thee 


better, that thy Huſband alſo may be better. Fol- 


low the Proverb, and Let every one of you mend 


onc, 


Q „ — 


one, I mean himſelf, and Contention will ceaſe. 
Pray for cach one's ſelf firſt, then for each other. 
Where you have offended, labour to ſee it, con- 
feſs, bewail, and call for Power to reform, and be 


not ſkilful to caſt the Fault upon another, but to 


caſt it out of thyſelf. So ſhall your Loves be ſure, 


your Hearts comfortable, your Example commend- 


able, your Houſes peaceful, yourſelves joyful, your 


Lives chearful, your Dcaths bleſſed, and your Mee 
mories happy for EVER.” 
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